
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 

 

An Important Question 
 

Excerpted from Susan Bruck’s Waldorf blog: 

When I did the Waldorf teacher training many 

years ago, one of our assignments was to read 

Parzival by Wolfram Von Eschenbach. It was 

written in Germany in the Middle Ages (we 

read it in English).  In a Waldorf high school, 

the students read this book in the 11th grade.  I 

had never read it before. . . . 

 

I fell in love with this story. I’ve re-read it 

almost every year. It’s a long and complicated 

story, which I won’t summarize in depth, but 

basically the story starts before Parzival is 

born. His father is a knight and is killed before 

his birth. His mother, a queen, takes him to the 

woods where he will never find out what a 

knight is, in the hope that he won’t follow in 

his father’s footsteps. But of course, one day 

some knights come galloping through and 

Parzival wants to follow them.  His mother 

dresses him as a fool (which he is at that time) 

and sends him off on an old donkey. He has 

various misadventures, one of which is killing 

a knight and taking his armor. He is knighted 

by King Arthur, gets some training, saves a fair 

maiden or two and soon runs into the Fisher 

King. The king sends Parzival to his castle and 

entertains him lavishly. 

 

Parzival sees many wonders there, including 

the holy grail. His host is suffering greatly, but 

can’t die because he is in the presence of the 

Grail. Parzival says nothing. When he awakes 

the next morning, everyone is gone and his  

 

 

 

 

 

 
A snowperson is born, thanks to Samantha. 

 

horse is waiting for him. A squire, the only 

person he sees, chides him for not asking his 

host an important question (a question that 

would heal the king). Parzival rides off, has 

many adventures, falls in love. His companions 

also have adventures. It takes a very long time 

for him to find his way back to Castle of the 

Fisher King, and this time, he does ask the 

question. 

 

“What ails thee?” 

 

. . . It’s a question that takes courage (and 

maturity) to ask.  It is a question that can lead 

to great reward. 

 

Edge Hill Country School 
R. R. 1, Durham ON N0G 1R0 
519-369-3195   info@edgehill-school.com 

www.edgehill-school.com 

NEWSLETTER: February 2017 
 

http://www.edgehill-school.com/


2 

 

Class News 

 
Lisa Early, Kindergarten 

Celina Hussey 
 

“Children who live in an atmosphere of love and warmth, 

and who have around them truly good examples to 

imitate, are living in their proper element.” 

Rudolf Steiner, The Education of the Child 

 

It is always nice to return to the school after the 

winter break and see how quickly the children 

ease into the rhythm of the Kindergarten.   

There was great enthusiasm to open the 

woodworking area and the children eagerly 

began sanding varieties of wood into buttons 

and magnets, for the sheer pleasure of taking a 

rough piece of wood and making it smooth 

and beautiful. The children have been learning 

the subtle differences between types of 

hardwood and softwood. The softwood can be 

easily sanded while cherry wood takes much 

effort and will. We have become familiar with 

the smell of cedar wood. 

 

Our circle time was highlighted with an 

obstacle course through the classroom, 

climbing up wooden inclines, across the teeter 

totter rickety bridge, and tip-toeing over 

stepping stones across the icy river. There was 

 

 
Photo shared by Betty; birds at her grandparents’ 

feeder. 

 

a puppet show about King Winter and his 

efforts to help feed the cold and hungry forest 

animals. The old man in our February story 

also helps the goldfinches by giving them a 

Valentine’s gift of thistle seeds. Many 

traditional stories have a theme of giving and 

receiving. The open hand of the giver is met by 

the open hand of the receiver. Giving and 

receiving is a meeting of souls, surrounded by 

intention and thankfulness. Isn’t it interesting 

that there is a heart meridian in our open 

palms? 

 

The children are now working on building 

some bird feeders that we will put up around 

the buildings and we look forward to tending 

and caring for our feathered friends at Edge 

Hill School.   
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Surya Leigh Mellor 

Grades 1-2 
 

“The heart of the Waldorf method is that education is an 

art. It must speak to the child’s experience. To educate 

the whole child, their heart and will must be reached, as 

well as the mind.”                        Rudolf Steiner 

 

Straight as a spear I stand 

Strength fills my arms and legs 

Warm is my heart with love 

How are the Hummingbirds working with 

their head, hand and heart? We are enjoying 

mental math and are working with daily word 

problems. The class is enjoying math questions 

which include them in the questions and we 

are applying the mathematical processes in a 

humorous and practical manner. 

 

 

We are practising our reading skills and also 

working to create our own readers which we 

can read aloud as a class. These readers consist 

of animal fables and we are enjoying looking at 

the various qualities and characteristics of 

different animals. The sly fox is a favourite! 

 

 
 

Strength is filling the students’ legs with the 

weekly physical education program and cross 

country skiing. We are also walking forms in 

the snow as part of our form drawing class. 

You may have noticed the large heart we 

walked for Valentine’s day in the back field. In 

the realm of heart we painted beautiful hearts 

and are continuing our exploration of blending 

colours through a rainbow series of paintings.  

 

 
 

The fables also awaken a sense of moral 

questioning and open the students to questions 

of conduct and justice. These questions of 

character reflection and development extend 

throughout all of the main lesson blocks, from  
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honouring the four kingdoms to the journey of 

Puck the Gnome into the human realm where 

he sees rainbows created through loving 

speech and wispy snakes created by ill speech.  

The imagery for the Grade 2 experience really 

lives into the polarities of saintly deeds of 

humans and the struggle to overcome the 

lesser qualities of character.   

 

 
 

Lise Gunby, Grade 3-5 
 

A high point of the past month came during our 

visit to the M’Wikwedong Cultural Centre, 

where we had the privilege of sitting together 

around a medicine wheel blanket to hear about 

the Seven Grandfather teachings. Thanks to 

Tanya Coulter for being our host. The 

Grandfather Teachings made their way into our 

language arts study as well, as is seen in Ruby’s 

dictionary! 

 
Ruby’s dictionary 
 

Students also drew pictures of the seven 

animals associated with the teachings into their 

main lesson books for Paddle to the Sea. In our 

social studies block, we have characterized the 

Great Lakes and celebrated the achievement of 

a Native boy who carved a little Paddle person 

and sent him off in his canoe from Nipigon 

country. Paddle travelled though all of the lakes 

to the St. Lawrence and the sea. We had an 

informative impromptu visit with the Eagle 

Class to hear about the field trip they took to 

Niagara Falls. 

 

 
A view of Sam’s music stand. 
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Also with the Eagle Class, we have enjoyed 

cross-country skiing. Thank you to Ken Batten 

and David Siegel for leading the instruction. 

We had one especially beautiful day when, as 

the children noted, the snowflakes looked like 

glitter falling through the sky. 

 

 
Ruby and Athens skied together (with a rope 

attaching them!). 

 

Students have become much more proficient at 

reading musical notes for their recorder 

practice, and what we lack in expertise as we 

learn ukulele we make up for with vigorous 

singing! In art we have been experimenting 

with the beauty of chalk pastels as well as 

watercolour and pencil sketching.  

 

Our class novel, now that we have finished our 

Viking saga, The Sea of Trolls, is Wolf Brother, 

an exciting read. Students are also reading an 

individual novel in class. Math continues with a 

main lesson review of all of the key math goals 

for our grades. We will soon be starting a 

language arts block of Raven stories and other 

Aboriginal tales. 
 

 

 

Jo White, Grade 6-7 

 

Hello from the new Eagle Class teacher since 

January this year. I have felt so very warmly 

welcomed into both school and community 

since arriving here from Saskatchewan! 

 

The Eagle Class has worked intensively on 

Medieval History for the past six weeks. We 

have explored biographies of St Gregory, 

Eleanor of Aquitaine, Richard the Lionheart, 

and St Joan of Arc, to name but a few. 

We have also reviewed math strategies, 

converting decimals, fractions and percentages 

and doing a recap of long division, step-by-

step. 

 

Our “Weekend Menu” books were launched, 

and finally made it home the weekend after the 

winter camping extravaganza!  Thank you to 

Ken Batten, and my sincere admiration to my 

students, who spent the day and night outdoors 

in February! 

 

We have been reading There Will Be Wolves and 

exploring dictionary-led vocabulary 

discernment for each chapter. 

 

Another serious endeavour has taken the form 

of weekly cooking, so far with simple flat-

bread recipes, including buns, pizzas, calzones, 

“red lobster biscuits” and samosas. You can see 

the joy of our creativity in the photo! The 

students have learned how to create much-

with-little, a good life skill! 
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We plan to expand on this with our next main 

lesson block of Business Math, as we provide 

the school with daily snacks for a month. 

Our handwork has involved creating juggling 

balls, with which we have practised with 

varying degrees of success (oh, practise, 

practise, practise). 

 

 
 

Laura Anderson 
 

First, thank you to Linda Payne and Marlea 

Gray for holding the French classes and the 

Hummingbirds so beautifully while I was 

away. During this time, the French classes 

were able to continue their study of La Maison. 

Earlier in the year, we created La famille 

Francaise out of salt dough, naming each 

member and learning the French words for 

their place in the family. Through the study of 

La Maison, each class was able to construct the 

home of their French family, learning and 

labeling parts of the house, rooms and 

furniture. This family theme will carry us 

through the year as we will learn language 

surrounding home life, school and village. 

 

All the grades have enjoyed singing En passant 

les Pyrenees, a song that describes the depth of 

the snow one encounters when crossing the 

Pyrenees mountains. At first, the snow is only 

just above les pieds, but as we walk around the 

classroom, crossing the mountains, it soon 

becomes genoux deep, hip deep, elbow deep, 

shoulder deep, nose deep, and finally over our 

heads! The children laugh as they imagine 

ways to keep moving through the deep snow. 

 

Grammar continues to be part of our lessons in 

the older grades. We have worked with les 

verbes etre et avoir in the present and past tense 

and have begun using them in sentence form.  

In relation to La Maison, we are working on 

answering the question Ou est. 

 

As afternoon teacher in the Hummingbird 

classroom, I have been able to incorporate the 

language throughout our time together. After 

recess, we say our French verse, sing some 

songs, and the children are asked to tell me the 

date. They are quickly learning the days and 

months and their spelling and are able to count 

up to the number of the day. 

 

Our handwork this term will focus on finishing 

our recorder cases, and those who have 

already completed the cases will crochet a 

small animal related to our French stories, 

games and lessons.  Parents coming to the class 

to pick up the children will notice that our 

closing is done in both languages. 

 

Acquiring a second language has many 

benefits, not only on a human level, which in 

itself is immense, but there is also the cognitive 

developmental aspect. Language acquisition 

uses the same processes as mathematical 

problem solving. Memory, sequencing and 

patterning as well as conceptualization skills 

are enhanced and it is for these reasons that 

Rudolf Steiner stressed the importance of 

second language classes in Waldorf schools. 

Please continue to encourage your child to 

embrace second language learning as the skills 

will be used throughout their lives.  
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Please mark your calendars 
 

Sing Out Cafe fundraiser for Edge Hill!  Located 
at the Durham Legion on Saturday March 18 
from 1-4 pm.  Come one, come all! We're 
looking for musicians, singers, dancers, 
comedians, and poets of all ages to contribute 
their talents to our show.  Two five-minute 
pieces allowed per group.   
 
Admission by donation. Please call Laura 
Walker if you're able to contribute food to the 
event 519-369-5178. Those who wish to 
volunteer may also contact Carolyn Albinati.  
More information coming soon.   
 

 

A note from Marie-Eve, Hana, and Satya: 
Greetings Edge Hill Community! We are 

enjoying our adventure in India, and are about 

half way into our two-month journey. The girls 

have been known to say, we're not in India, 

we're in heaven, and in fact with our days in 

the ashram, it is much like heaven!  We have 

travelled between Puttaparthi and Bangalore 

and have seen cows roaming, goat herds, 

houses much smaller than ours, and many 

smiling faces. Road travel is quite interesting, 

with honking 

more of a 

safety measure 

than helmets 

on 

motorcycles, 

driving on the 

left side, 

mostly; all 

types of 

vehicles aware 

of pedestrians, 

stray dogs, 

cows, etc. It is quite different from Canada! 

 

There are so many people of a variety of 

backgrounds and faiths living harmoniously, 

and respectful of differences; we are inspired! 

We will return at the spring equinox and are 

looking forward to reintegrating to life with 

our Edge Hill family! 

 

PLEASE NOTE: Edge Hill School board 
meetings are held the first Monday of 
the month at 4 pm.  All are welcome.  
Contact secretary  Dano Harris, 
dano@danoharris.com, for details. 

 Tate ski-writes (“Geronimo”) in the snow. 

tel:(519)%20369-5178
mailto:dano@danoharris.com

