
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A Big Thank You . . . 
 

to all of you in the Edge Hill community for 

making the May Fair a successful and beautiful 

day. 

 

 
 

The Edge Hill Garden 
Annabel Drover 

“What are those dogwoods doing in there?” a 

curious student asked as I was working on the 

new garden along the east side of the 

Kindergarten building. “They are beautiful 

Native shrubs!” I answered, confused about 

what the question was really referring to. 

Seemingly satisfied with the answer, the 

student carried on, but I kept thinking about 

native plants and what was at the root of the 

question. Was the student surprised to see the 

daylilies replaced with a plant they recognised 

from roadsides and other wild places? Or 

maybe the question was about where the 

plants had come from? There could be many 

valid reasons for wanting to know what was 

going on!  

 

The full answer about the red-osier dogwoods, 

along with the other shrubs and perennials 

planted in the new garden, is that they are part 

of a new native plant garden, and were 

selected for a number of reasons. They 

represent plants that were naturally occurring 

in Ontario before the arrival of European 

settlers. They provide habitat and food sources 

for pollinators, including butterflies, bees, and 

hummingbirds. They grow easily without the 

need for high maintenance practices. They are 

helping students and adults connect with the 

natural environment. And, my favorite reason 

they were selected: each one is beautiful in its 

own way. 

 

Thank you to Wild Things Plant Farm and to 

Ontario Flora for their plant contributions.  

Thank you to Dano for providing the 

dogwoods.  Thank you Patrick for providing 

the mulch. And thank you to Mariya for doing 

the prep-work of weeding and spreading the 

soil, compost, and mulch. The plan is to keep 

the new garden maintained (those daylilies 

and a few other weeds are very tenacious), and 

to continue improving the other school flower 

beds. If you have any questions, or would like 

to join the gardening group, or if you just want 

to help out from time to time, including 

throughout the summer, please contact me; all 

help is appreciated.  

 

annabel@earthfiregardening.ca 
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Class News 
 

Swallow Class 

 
Lisa Early, Kindergarten 

Celina Hussey 
 

The children of the Swallow Kindergarten have 

immersed themselves in springtime activities.  

Playing with water in the sandbox is an all-

time favorite. They have also been busy 

building forts, picking dandelions and going  

 

 
 

on nature walks with Ms Celina. In class the  

children have heard many spring stories 

including puppet shows of the Three Billy  

Goats Gruff and The Little Red Hen. After the 

children have heard the stories repeated a 

number of times they too know the stories and 

show great enthusiasm taking turns 

performing them for their friends.  

 

Providing children with an environment where 

adults are doing meaningful work is a really 

important aspect of the foundation years. We 

have been fortunate to have so many parents 

come out with their children to the work bee 

and come work in the gardens daily and put 

together our annual May Fair Festival. Thank 

you all so much; your dedication to your 

children and our school is inspiring. As your 

children get older, they will fondly remember 

your being a part of their school. 

 

 
Class parent, Mariya, gardening with the Kinder-

garten children. Thank you, Mariya, for your many 

days of work! 

 

The children eagerly counted down the days 

until May Fair with anticipation of selling 

everything from lemonade to art work and 

cupcakes. The next celebration we look 

forward to is our end of year class party in 

which time we bid farewell to our classmates 

moving onward to Grade 1.   
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The sandbox in spring. 
 

Hummingbird Class 

 

Surya Leigh Mellor 

Grades 1-2 

 

We are very grateful that Maria Helms was at 

the school the past couple of weeks and the 

Hummingbird Class learned many beautiful 

forms and challenging movements. Thank you 

 

  

Maria for your expertise and enthusiasm. 

During eurythmy the class worked on 

mirroring movements where one student 

would lead and another would follow. The 

students improved greatly over the two weeks. 

We supported this in class with form drawing 

and working with mirrored forms on paper. In 

our clover paintings the students painted 

clover leaves (heart shapes) and mirrored them 

in the four directions. We are also working 

with running forms in preparation for cursive 

writing.  

 

We are in a language arts block and working 

with word families and rhyming words to 

make poetic sentences. We were inspired by 

the poet Robert Priest who came to visit during 

poetry month. He shared songs and poetry and 

brought a lovely humour that the students 

could really resonate with.   

 

 
 

The Hummingbird Class is preparing for our 

year end play. This is always an exciting time 

that requires many practices and much work. 

We are presenting a St. Francis play and are 
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working with stories of saints in class. The 

stories highlight the kindness and good deeds 

of different people and we live into how we 

bring acts of kindness to our fellow classmates. 

It is a touching play that also speaks to 

compassion towards all fellow beings, which 

includes animals and humans alike. 

 

The end of the year comes quickly and it has 

truly been a wonderful school year. I want to 

wish you all a wonderful closing of the school 

year and hope that you can be part of the 

closing ceremony at 2:30 on the last day. 

 

Hummingbird Afternoons: 

Laura Anderson 

Spring has arrived and our afternoons have 

been filled with a rhythm of exciting 

adventures, lively outdoor games, quiet 

handwork, and afternoon tea. We have enjoyed 

the company of Ms Jo and the Eagle Class on 

days when we have come together to form a 

handwork circle. These special times have been 

a wonderful opportunity for the children to 

share encouragement and delight in their 

accomplishments. Our junior Hummingbirds 

are busy finishing up their recorder cases, 

while the senior children learn to crochet 

circles, granny squares and granny stars. 

 

 
 

Wednesdays have been our nature walk days, 

and we have been blessed with beautiful 

sunshine every time! These have been times of 

adventure and discovery as there is always 

something intriguing to be found. One of our 

earlier walks led us to a lovely patch of flowers 

which the children discovered to have a thick 

root filled with blood-red juice. Their 

excitement over this find caused them to gather 

wildflower books in search of information 

about this fascinating plant. We discovered 

that it was indeed called "Blood Root" and the 

uses of this plant throughout history were 

many, from medicinal purposes to dyes. 

 

The Raven Class 

 
 

Lise Gunby, Grade 3-5 

 

While as teachers at this time of year we 

embark on the reflective practice of writing 

report cards, we also think back on the joys of 

the school year: all the funny moments, the 

moments of surprise and gratification, and yes, 

the moments of challenge which brought new 

learning opportunities. With this class of 

students, the highlights have lit up the months, 

whether we remember Sophie answering the 

door to encounter Thorbjorn the Viking (from 

Collingwood) or Ruby discovering baby sugar 

gliders in the parents’ sleeping pouch around 

her neck. We look forward to a few more 

adventures before year end, including a trip to 

Ste. Marie among the Hurons. 
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These past weeks have been intense with 

practising for the class play, which will be 

performed June 5 at 3 p.m. We are sharing a 

performance day with the Eagle students: all 

welcome! We have also been working a couple 

of songs for our play, accompanied by ukulele 

strumming. And we have been reviewing our 

goals in math and language arts, all the while 

trying to give the beautiful stories of the 

Kalevala their due in our main lesson. 

 

 
The consensus was that these costumes, however 

cute, were not going to cut it for the class play. 

 

The entire grade school enjoyed an afternoon 

“track and field day” with David Siegel. We 

focused on running events and the long jump. 

It was a pleasure to watch the students from 

various grades encouraging one another, and 

to see students of all ages doing many laps 

around the field in the long distance run. 

Thank you, David! Another feature of the year 

that has highlighted the capacity for 

camaraderie among the children is on the days 

when a student from the Raven Class gets to 

choose a birthday game to play. Lately the 

birthday boys and girls have been choosing 

Capture the Flag, and have invited all grades 

to join in at the end of the school day. How 

fortunate these children are to have this 

beautiful playground, and the experience of 

this kind of play. 

 

Students have tried their hand stamping 

leather bookmarks, have seeded the garden 

outside the classroom, and helped Elisa to turn 

and organize the compost. With the Eagle 

Class we toured the Welbeck Sawmill, and the 

guest eurythmy classes with Maria were 

deeply beneficial. We also enjoyed visits from 

two poets during poetry month: Robert Priest 

and Daniel Kolos. The generosity of these 

 

 
Another highlight of the year was the beautiful walk 

to the spring in the forest. 

 

gifted writers was much appreciated, as is the 

funding program of the League of Canadian 
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Jelena’s completed Grade 4 cross-stitch project. 

 

Poets. Also, from the Raven Class and all of the 

children to the parents who worked so hard on 

the playground structure: it is fabulous! 

 

 
The new play structure is wonderful, and is a place 

that inspires imagination. 

 

Field trip and other dates: please mark your 

calendar for the following days. On Monday, 

June 5 will be the class play at 3 p.m. The rain 

date is Tuesday, June 6 (and we hope not June 

7!). If the play goes ahead as planned, the 

Raven and Eagle students will make trip to 

Craigleith for fossil hunting. Tuesday, June 13 

is the trip to Ste. Marie among the Hurons. On 

the last day of school, June 15, and there will be 

a small ceremony at 2:30 p.m. for students and 

parents. 

 

 

May Fair Raffle Winners: 
Congratulations! 
 

1st place, $200 Scenic Caves adventure 

Celina Hussey 

2nd Place, 2 Saturday Passes at Summerfolk 

 Sabine Huesing 

3rd place, $100 Scandinave Spa 

Ethan Stewart 

 

The Eagle Class 

 

Jo White, Grade 6-7 

 

In the Eagle Class we have worked our way 

through the remainder of our Business Math 

block, then our Physics block, and now our 

final block on Mineralogy. We supported all 

that we had learned in running our own small 

business, with trips to local Community 

Supported Agriculture enterprises run by 

Rosemary Crick, and Cory Eichmann; thank 

you to these kind folks for entertaining us and 

showing us the 'real world' version of running 

a business! 

We enjoyed a fantastic few eurythmy sessions 

with Maria in May. The Eagle Class performed 

their Sword Dance for the other grades and 

parents! 

We all enjoyed this year's May Fair, with a day 

of wonderful sunshine and some outstanding 

performances by all students in the Maori Stick 

Game, singing, and the Maypole dances. A 
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very big thank you to all those who made the 

day as fantastic as it was! 

A special thank you to Ken Batten and 

Nicholas Schaut, for all their efforts in 

providing the Eagle Class with some amazing 

outdoor adventure, both this month and last! 

 

Last week on a beautiful spring day, Eagle Class 

students went on a cycling trip led by Ken Batten. 

 

We will see through the end of this school year 

with a few more exciting excursions, including 

a trip to Dano Harris' woodworking shop. 

Thank you Dano! We will hunt for fossils on a 

trip to Craigleith Beach, and Ste. Marie among 

the Hurons serves as our final class trip, shared 

with Raven Class, in our very last week of 

school. 

 

 
Grade 6-7 students prepare a display for the East 

Gallery of the Durham Art Gallery. Under the 

instruction of Todd Tremeer, they helped to 

celebrate Durham's 175th birthday by re-creating 

their favourite historical buildings from the town. 

There is a rumour that one of the student’s pieces 

was purchased by a gallery patron. The show is 

entitled “History Now” and runs until June 9. 

Thank you to the gallery for hosting the students! 

 

 
Grade 6-7 students visit the community garden 

(CSA) of Cory Eichmann.  

 

La Classe de Français 
Laura Anderson 

 

In French Class this spring, the Hummingbirds 

have been working on building basic 

vocabulary skills. Thursday afternoons have 

often been rainy, chilly days and so we have 

enjoyed le thé français. Warm tea is served in a 

French language setting, as students are asked 

to count out the cups and serviettes and 

practise dialogue related to tea time. We have 

enjoyed animal fables and worked on 

modeling familiar characters from the stories 

as well as illustrating our favourite scenes. 

New songs include, "Le mois de mai" and 

"Coucou, Hibou, Coucou" and our current poem 

is a translation of Laura Ingalls Wilder's "Wash 

on Monday". 

 

The Raven Class is working on a poem titled 

"Mr. Dédé", about a man who has had too 

much to eat and drink. Working with 

vocabulary surrounding foods and mealtimes, 
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we have recorded many new words in our 

lesson books. We have played lively rounds of 

memory card matching games, using picture 

cards made by the students, and enjoyed word 

puzzles designed to build reading and 

comprehension skills as well as the use of 

proper grammar. A lovely lunch of "Salade et 

baguettes et aussi de la lemonade," prepared by 

the class and served with delight, was a 

wonderful way to review mealtime 

vocabulary. 

 

The Eagle Class has been working hard on 

vocabulary and grammar skills. We have spent 

much time conjugating "er" verbs au "présent, 

passé composé et future simple" and studying 

for a future test is being encouraged! We are 

also working on a recitation titled "Mon Beau 

Village" which is part of our study of France, 

and have been creating mini Eiffel towers with 

craft sticks. Keeping in mind structural 

soundness has 

been of great 

importance to 

the class as 

they work on 

their models 

with 

enthusiasm. It 

is wonderful 

to see the 

positive 

energy and 

focus that 

these students 

have brought 

to French class 

this spring.  

 

 

 

 
Kindergarten nature project led by ECE student 

Kenzie Pearson. Thank you, Kenzie, for choosing 

Edge Hill as one of your placements! 

 

 

Left, the newly planted garden of native species on 

the east side of the school. Many thanks to our 

gardeners. Summer waterers wanted! Please see 

Annabel Drover if you can drop by during those hot 

dry months. 

 


