
 
 
 
 

 
Message from the Board 
 

Welcome back! Fall is in the air and the school 

is abuzz with children playing and working 

as they settle into their new routines. A 

special warm welcome to our new families; 

we are so happy you are here and hope you 

are feeling at home. 
 

On September 23, the membership gathered 

for our Annual General Meeting. We 

reviewed our many accomplishments of the 

past year, which included meeting our three-

year goal to increase teachers’ salaries and 

paid leave, completing the new structure on 

the playground, and increasing the 

accessibility of the school through parking 

and building a new stone path, to name a few. 

We also rallied together and had numerous 

successful fundraisers. These included the 

newly adopted Annual Giving Campaign, 1st 

annual Christkindl Market, May Fair, Sing 

Out Café and Rain Barrel Fundraiser. Many 

thanks to those who worked tirelessly on 

these events and accomplishments in and 

around the school. 

  

We closed off the meeting by thanking 

outgoing board members Alison Graham, 

Elisa Vanderhout, Misty Murph'Ariens and 

Marlea Gray for their hard work and 

dedication, and went through the election 

process for the available seats.  Returning 

member Annabel Por Drover will be stepping 

in as chair for the coming year. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Autumn helping to bake the dragon bread 

for Michaelmas. 

 

Daniel Harris and Chris Albinati carry 

on in their second term, and Heather 

Lang will be joining as secretary. Lise 

Gunby will continue as faculty chair. 

We welcome new members Markus 

Schmidt, Karen Uderstadt, and Mark 

Stovel, who will be joining as treasurer. 

Officers were elected at our first board 

meeting which took place this week. 

We have one seat which remains open 

on the board, and would greatly 

appreciate any parent who would be 

willing to join. Please speak to any of 
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the board members if this is something you 

might consider. Our next meeting is 

scheduled for October 26. As always, parents 

are welcome to attend. 

  

We are wrapping up the Annual Giving 

Campaign, and have gratefully received 

$2,740 from nine families. Although donations 

are appreciated at any time throughout the 

year, this is one last reminder to be in touch 

with Marie-Eve if you were planning to give 

towards this year’s campaign.  

  

As the coming year unfolds, we will need 

volunteers to help with fundraising events, 

outreach, researching and writing grants, and 

general school upkeep. Karen Uderstadt has 

taken on the role of volunteer coordinator for 

the year, so be on the look out for updates 

from her on current volunteer needs. We very 

much appreciate any help you can provide, as 

we depend on our members for the strength 

and vitality of our beloved school. 

  

We look forward to working together with 

you to create a wonderful school year for all 

of our families.  

Heather Lang, on behalf of the Board 

 

 

Class News 
 

 
Lisa Early, Kindergarten 

Celina Hussey 
 

The Cattail Kindergarten is in full 

swing. Our circle and stories have 

reflected the harvest season and the fall 

equinox. The children heard the story 

of The Knight Michael and The Star 

Children followed by a puppet show.  

In the Story the knight defeats the 

dragon and gives all the star children a 

golden cape to protect them while they 

take care of all the living things on 

earth. 

 

 
Celina harvesting marigolds for yellow dye. 

 

A few reminders: 

 

Please regard the parking signs in front of 

the school. 

 

Please note that Edge Hill policy has been 

to avoid cameras at school performances, 

except for a designated photographer who 

circulates photos of the event afterward. 

The goal is not to mar the students’ 

experiences with self-consciousness. 

Please see a faculty member if you have 

feedback on this request. 



3 

 

The story tied into a class craft that started 

way back in June when we planted wee 

marigold seedlings and then this fall we 

harvested the flowers to dye our own silk 

capes golden yellow.  

 

 
Cooking up a marigold dye. 

 

The Cattail class has also been singing many 

harvest songs in circle and have just finished 

a circle about Michael the Knight. The 

children are busy planting flower bulbs and 

finding other ways to help Mother Nature 

prepare for winter.  

 

 
The golden yellow Kindergarten capes. 
 

 

Surya Leigh Mellor 

Grade 1 

 

The Clover Class has just completed 

their first main lesson block on the 

Quality of Numbers. This block 

unfolded each number from 1 to 10, 

revealing how the number manifests in 

the world, for example the five-pointed 

star, seven colours of the rainbow or 

eight legs of the spider. 
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The song “One for the Golden Sun” was 

another part of this block. Squirrelly Nut Nut 

also joined in for counting nuts as he prepares 

for the winter. It is too bad he keeps losing 

some along the way!  

 

 
The Grade 1 Numbers Party. 

 

We closed the block with a Numbers party 

and had an opportunity to bake bread shaped 

in the numbers. It was also a time to pause 

and give thanks and the students enjoyed 

sharing food and homemade gifts from home. 

 

 
 

This week the class begins a Fairy Tale block 

with the focus on consonant letters, letter 

formation, and letter sounds. The whole class 

is very excited to start playing the pentatonic 

flutes this week and have been preparing by 

oiling their flutes. The photo depicts a student 

blowing the flame of the candle. If it is blown 

too hard it will go out and if not 

enough then the flame will  

 

 
 

not dance. The students are working on 

evenness and consistency of breath to 

play the flute. Thank you to Mrs. Payne 

who joins the Clover Class Wednesday 

afternoons for handwork. The students 

have prepared the wool and are almost 

finished making their knitting needles. 

They are all excited to start their first 

knitting project – so many new 

beginnings. The Clover Class is off to a 

great start! 
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(above and right) The primary grades also 

tried out some circus arts. 
 

Sunflower Class 
 

 

Christina Schwarz 

Grade 2-3 
 

The Sunflower Class students have settled 

nicely into our classroom at the end of the 

school and I find them a very sweet and 

harmonious group of children. During circle 

the students are throwing balls and beanbags 

in many configurations to work on both 

rhythm and coordination as well as 

cooperation. We throw in patterns for 

verses and also to practise times tables. 

In the morning we also play soprano 

recorder and I have seen much 

improvement over the last few weeks: 

fewer squeaks and less resistance. 

 

We began the year with a form drawing 

block focusing on running forms as a 

precursor to cursive writing and also 

mirroring forms that require 

concentration and will to create balance 

in four parts. 

 

 
Painting by Oliver V. 
 

Our current block is a language arts 

block that focuses on the alphabet: 

consonants and consonant blends, 

vowels and how to use them as well as 

how they sound, word families using 

both the vowels and consonants and yet 
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to come the practise of cursive writing. We 

are also working on writing simple sentences 

and understanding what that requires. Our 

container story for this block is “The King of 

Ireland’s Son.” The students are especially 

proud of their drawings of the King of 

Ireland’s on mounted on his slight red steed 

with his “hawk on his wrist and his hound at 

his heels.” 

 

 
Planting garlic. 

 

 
Waiting for the yeast to bubble! 

 

We have had two wonderful farm work field 

trips where we have dug potatoes and 

planted garlic and luckily had master baker 

Michael Schmidt to assist us with baking this 

year's dragon bread for the Michaelmas 

Festival. The students acted as the villagers in 

this year's play and also two carried the 

salamanders’ role and I am particularly proud 

of their strong and confident performances. 

What a promising school year to look forward 

to! 

 

 

Lise Gunby, Grade 5 

 

“Look deep into nature, and then you will 

understand everything better.” 

Albert Einstein 

 

The autumn has been abundant and 

fruitful for the Aster Class, as we have 

enjoyed a botany main lesson blessed 

by lovely weather and a variety of 

outdoor experiences. We visited the 

fern garden of the Maher family on 

Concession 2-3, the Northern Woods 
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farm of the Dietsche family who grow 

specialty mushrooms and microgreens, had 

an instructive visit with Bill Moses at the 

Arboretum in Owen Sound, and visited the 

garden of Yuqin Bi (Emily) who led us in a 

Chinese nature painting class (shown below). 

We have learned about plant classifications, 

from algae, mosses, and lichen to trees and 

flowering plants. We will return to botany in 

the spring to get a fresh perspective on the 

wonders of the green world and to renew our 

nature discovery journals. 

 

 
 

A highlight of September was the circus arts 

program: a week-long extravaganza brought 

to us by Angola Murdoch and her assistant, 

Maeve. The days of 

practising and 

experimenting went by so 

quickly, and were 

celebrated by a 

performance for other 

students and school 

families. We are grateful 

for the work of artistic 

director Angola and 

Lookup Theatre. 

 

We are continuing with 

ukulele this year, 

alternating practice days 

with recorder. We now 

have alto and soprano 

recorders in the mix, and 

are working on duets, harmonies, and 

call and response songs. 

 

In math students have daily experience 

of the five strands as well as a 

workbook for keeping skills sharp. We 

also take time for weekly open-ended 

problem solving, to build confidence 

and promote mathematical reasoning. 

In language arts we have weekly 

vocabulary words and are turning the 

writing of paragraphs into a more 

finely-tuned habit. In painting classes 

we have explored ferns, asters, and 

goldenrod. The abundance of 

Michaelmas daisies and other asters 

that have freckled the roadsides so 

profusely will be missed. 

 

 
William demonstrates the results of our 

“sock walk” to see what we could discover 

walking through 

autumn plant growth. 

The burrs revealed the 

larvae of the burdock 

seedhead moth. The 

species overwinters in 

the seedhead and 

pupates there in the spring. 
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       The Milkweed Class 

 

Anna Gruda 

Grade 7 
 

The Grade 7 class has embarked on its 

journey aboard our self-made boats. Our first 

week of school we did shipbuilding and 

relationship building in the class. The first 

relationship challenge was the sad departing 

of one of our members of the class, who will 

be greatly missed. “May the wind be at thy 

back,” Silas, and at some level your presence 

will be with us. 

 

Our boats soon came in handy to inspire a 

pirate-themed circus act the second week of 

school. The Grade 7 class certainly took a 

leadership role as many had some previous 

exposure to the circus arts and proceeded 

confidently to juggle, hang by silks, go 

through hoops and ‘ARRH’ their way 

through an arresting performance along with 

the Grade 5 class. Many thanks to the circus 

leaders and to Jenny Parsons for teaching the 

students skills in improvisation and physical 

prowess. Since Grade 5 and 7 worked so well 

together, the decision was made to join them 

together for combined sports classes. 

 

The age of Grade 7 is the age of 

 
Boat-building in the Grade 7. 

 

discovery of inner and outer aspects of 

being human in the times we are in. 

History constantly changes with new 

information and different 

interpretations, so I thought it would be 

prudent to visit some of the important 

events that I believe were the seeds for 

the Age of Exploration and the 

Renaissance. Who knew that a global 

community exchanged and developed 

knowledge in Baghdad in 600? What 

was the Greek criteria for ‘Arts’? It 

wasn’t painting. What document was 

written in 1215 that ensures the rights 

for NFL players to ‘take a knee’ in 2017? 

We will continue to research and ask 

questions about who these people were 

in the past and what events they 

inspired to bring us to the present. 

 

The week of Michaelmas was spotted 

with rehearsals, shining swords, and 

the renewal of the Dragon mask. In 

main lesson we started with Viking 

dragon boats exploring the northern 

islands and the week ended with the 

story of Joan of Arc. How fitting that 
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she (sharing the age of the students in the 

class) received a message from Archangel 

Michael that changed the course of history.  

 

 
 

Le Français 

Marie-Eve Perreault 
 

In our rhythmical lessons with the Clover 

Class (classe Trèfle), we are developing 

vocabulary and comfort in oral French 

through verses, songs, and games. The main 

themes so far have been colours, parts of the 

body, and numbers, exploring a few animals 

along the way.  

 

With the Sunflower Class (classe Tournesol) 

we are working  with songs, games, poems 

and verses for the students to continue with 

basic French vocabulary and conversational 

skills. We have been reviewing fruit and 

vegetables (a favourite when we sample 

them!), counting, letters, colours, animals, and 

parts of the body. 

 

In the Aster Class (classe Aster) we add the 

reading and writing of French to the oral 

based curriculum so far, building on what 

was established in the previous years and 

adding grammar, writing, reading and 

dictations. We are also working on 

basic conversational comprehension – it 

takes some added effort at this level to 

start discerning the subtleties of the 

French language!  

 

The Milkweed Class certainly has the 

most complicated French name: La 

Classe Asclépiade! The students are 

curious and engaged with the lessons 

as we build skills to include reading 

texts, conversation, vocabulary 

building, grammar, and dictations. A 

popular class was the cheese tasting 

after reading the legend of the 

Roquefort cheese. 

 

 

Welcome all willing and 

willing to learn Crafters! 

Ms Christina 

I am starting a crafting circle where we 

will create small gifts for the children's 

table at both the Christkindl Market 

and the May Fair. Also we can discuss 

as a group a larger project: a quilt, 

knitted blanket, or something 

altogether different that we could 

auction off as a fundraiser to support 

our beloved school. I am thinking either 

Tuesday or Thursday at 3:30 in my 

classroom, the Sunflower Classroom, 

for approximately an hour after school 

each week. Let us meet, all interested 

folk, this Thursday at 3:30 in the 

Sunflower classroom and discuss 

together how we should proceed. This 

would entail most likely child care 

arrangements and if anyone has any 

ideas regarding this please let me 

know. I hope to see everyone on 

Thursday after school with creative 

ideas, or just interest, and we will see 

together what we can achieve. 


