
Message from the Board 
 Winter is melting away here at Edge Hill and signs of spring are everywhere. There is 
something so exciting and rejuvenating about spotting the first robin of the season or the first bit of 
green pushing up through the garden. 

 Speaking of wonderful new things, we hope you’ve had a chance to browse our new school 
website (www.edgehillschool.org)! We are so pleased with how it turned out and feel as though it 
reflects the strong place we are in as a school community. We have a great group of highly committed 
parents, our faculty is fantastic, we have strong community ties and events that are growing every 
year due to dedicated volunteers, and even former students have returned as the parents of second-
generation students. 

With the launch of the new website, there are even more ways to support our school. Under 
the ‘Support’ tab you will notice a Volunteer sign-up area, Seasonal Fundraising Opportunities 
(West Coast Seeds, Veseys Bulbs, Warmth and Weather, RainBarrel.ca), information on Group Buys, 
as well as a place to make Cash Donations directly, plus information on In Kind Donations. We 
have also added Ongoing Fundraising Opportunities which you can access anytime by following 
the links from the website. Look for Fundscript (gift cards), Mabel’s Labels (for labeling children’s 
clothing and gear), Jaydancin (organic make-up and skincare) as well as online shopping through 
Shopandshare. Our hope is that with all of these options, there will be an opportunity to support the 
school for everyone who’d like to help us thrive. We are so grateful for all the support we receive, 
thank-you! 

Also note that with the change of website comes a change in our email addresses. The 
beginning portion will remain the same; simply switch the ending to @edgehillschool.org (eg. 
info@edgehillschool.org). 

Finally, plans have begun for our Mayfair celebration, which will take place on May 26th. 
Volunteers will be needed in a variety of areas, so please be on the lookout for emails outlining ways 
you can help or contact the school to find out more. We so appreciate all of the volunteers who step 
forward every year to make the event a success. 

  
With gratitude, Heather Lang, on behalf of the board 
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Class News 
Lisa Early, Celina 
Hussey 

Kindergarten 

"I know a pussy willow. 
Her fur is pearly grey. 
She lives down in the 

meadow. 
Not very far away.” 

 
Spring has 
sprung in the 
Cattail 
Kindergarten 
and the 
children are 
immersing 
themselves in 
new play. 
Outside they 
are finally 
getting their 
hands dirty 
digging in the 
sandbox and 
there have 
even been days warm enough to picnic again.  

Inside the children have really gravitated to the 
woodworking table. The Harris family donated 
a big hand drill that the children have used to 
make cork necklaces and some are making 2 
prong branch corkers for knitting. Others are 
finding toys around the classroom to repair. In 
handwork the children were led with an 
imaginative story while they wet felted 
butterflies. In circle we have been singing and 
moving to new songs about spring emerging 
and the little bulbs and plants and animals 
awaking.   
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Wet felted butterflies.A picnic lunch outside.

Sandbox play.

Building a village.
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Surya Leigh 
Mellor 
Grade 1 

“Spring is 
coming. 
Spring is 
coming.  
Birds will build 
their nests.” 

A favourite 
song for Spring and one that the students are 

now ready to 
learn how to play 
on the pentatonic 
recorder. The 
Clover Class has 
been working on 
the pentatonic 
recorder since 
Autumn and has 
really come into 
unison, 
developing the 
skill to hear each 
other. It is a 
lovely stage when 
this happens. 
  

There is much inspiration around birds in the 
Clover Class. This winter the students certainly 
enjoyed the birds that have come to the bird 
feeders at the lunch table window. They have 
identified several different birds with great 
enthusiasm and look forward to what birds will 
come in the Spring. 
  
Our last main lesson block was a language arts 
block focusing on the story Liputto. He is a little 
mountain flower gnome who receives his blue 
roaming cap that enables him to travel in the 
human realm unseen. He experiences many 
adventures and brings kind and helpful deeds 

where ever he goes. In this block the students 
started to write full sentences using lower case 
letters. The class will begin a math block now in 
which they will continue to deepen their 
awakening of the four processes. It will be nice 
to count and skip outside as the season shifts. 

A warm thank you to Madame Marie-Eve and 
Ms Payne who bring such beautiful 
contributions to the Clover Class with French 
and Handwork. The students are improving 
greatly in both classes. 
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Using ‘sky, grass, earth - blue, green, orange’ as 
guide lines for letters that reach to the sky and 

letters that go into the ground.

Students with their gnomes, a sewing project they 
achieved with Ms Payne, their handwork teacher.

A main lesson drawing is of 
baby birds in their nest.
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Grade 1 is the first year that students are able 
to participate in the weaving of the Maypole 
and they look forward to practising with the 
older grades to learn this social dance. It is also 
a time to gather for Spring walk and Mayfair 
songs. The Clover class is ready to joyfully sing 
in the Spring. 

Christina 
Schwarz  

Grade 2-3 

The Sunflower 
students have been 
happily immersed in 
their studies on 
natural fibres and 
now measurement. 
Our study included 
numerous animal and 

plant based fibres, their history, how they are 
produced and their best uses. Practical activities 
let the students understand more deeply the 
properties of the various fibres. For example, we 
carded wool and attempted to spin it on drop 
spindles. We learned the new skill of rug 
hooking and we gathered scraps of patterned 

material to give us ideas for drawing a quilt. 
There were always examples to touch and feel. 

Later in the 
spring we 
will visit 
alpacas and 
see what 
kind of 
products are 
produced 
with their 
wool. 

We began 
our new 
measurement 
block looking 
back in history and the various ways the human 
body was used to measure. We used our own 
bodies to measure the school buildings, 
discovering why there is a need for standard 
measuring tools. Each student received a ruler 
and we are now measuring with it and charting 
our results. 
Recently the students completed a book report 

that illustrated to me their progress with 
reading and writing. They were very well done! 
Some of the students have presented their 
reports to the class with surprising confidence 
and clarity. 

 4

Chalkboard drawing for the fibres block.

Woven hearts.

Rug hooking.
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The 
students 
wove 
hearts 
with 
painted 
paper 
strips, 
wove 
God's 
eyes for 
the 
upcoming 
Spring 
Walk and 
decorated 
beeswax 
Easter 
eggs.  

We are 
learning 
new 
spring 

songs and verses and are eagerly awaiting the 
warmer days ahead. 

    

Lise Gunby 

Grade 5 

One of the 
many pleasures 
of being a 
Waldorf teacher 
is the 
opportunity to 
revisit cultures 
as they are 
represented not 

only in history, but in the arts. These past weeks 
in the Aster Class we have been reading The 
Iliad (Rosemary Sutcliffe’s accessible but 
unflinching version), an epic not least about 

how to strive to be human in the face of 
capricious and often cruel gods (despite their 
charms). In the story we have each found our 
heroes and our sorrows, as well as simply a 

great drama. We move next to The Odyssey and 
on to some of the more notable Greek heroes, 
who tended to be half human, half god. We will 
also become acquainted with some of the 
distinguished biographical figures who 
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Aster                 Class

God’s eyes and beeswax Easter eggs.

Map of Ancient Greece, by Alessandro.

Drawing of Aphrodite, by Jelena.
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bequeathed concepts of democracy and other 
working philosophies. 

At the same time we are continuing with 
preparation 
for the 
Olympiad in 
New York 
State in May, 
where Edge 
Hill students 
will meet 
other Grade 
5s from 
many 
Waldorf 
schools to 
celebrate 
beauty, 
grace, and 
form in 
athletics. The 

events include running, wrestling, long jump, 
discus, and javelin. The Olympiad is a beautiful 
challenge to meet the capacities of the Grade 5 
student. 

In language arts the Asters have written and 
illustrated fairy tales, which are being shared 
with other students. In math we continue to 

review the five 
strands daily, 
and are putting 
emphasis on 
fractions and 
decimals. 
Knitted hats 
will all be 
completed (for 
next winter!) 
and for Easter 
students felted 
birds, eggs, 
and nests (and 
in some cases 

hatchlings). 

Anna Gruda  

Grade 7 

The most 
memorable 
moment for the 
Milkweed Class in 
the last cold days 
of February was 
to have a Beach 
Party. Strangely 
that day was 
rather warm and 

we really did get to build sand castles outside 
wearing shorts! The celebration was to 
commemorate Athens as she was leaving us for 

the month to 
go to sunny 
Mexico. We 
made burritos, 
drank tropical 
juices, played 
games and of 
course dressed 
for the 
occasion. 

We welcomed 
former Grey 
Highlands 
teacher Jim 
Grant who 
taught us a 
block of 
algebra. Jim 
kindly and 
gently took the 
class through 
the A’s and X’s 
and a lot of 
good puns 
were made. He 
often brought 
his wonderful 
four legged 
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Milkweed Class

A student sketch after Myron’s 
sculpture of a discus thrower.

Drawing of Artemis, by Zoë.

A Beach Party and a painting 
created following the beach day.
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companion Oohna, who is one of the best 
behaved dogs in Grey County. It was a very 
positive experience all around and opened up 
the doors for Jim to see what Edge Hill is about. 

Progress is being made with our soft doll 
handwork project. It has often been my 

experience making dolls that you sometimes 
manifest a character and so it is very curious 
how one student’s doll is looking an awful lot 
like Elvis. More to come about that! 

Grade 7 are revisiting their glory days by 
helping train this year’s Grade 5 class with their 
Olympic sports. They are also collaborating on 

an end of year play which will take place in 
May. The play takes place in Ancient Greece and 
has a musical component. 

The Milkweed Class is currently working on a 
booth for a Geography assignment creating the 
sights, smells and tastes of a country of their 
choice. Athens is doing Mexico while she is still 
fresh with the experience and has created a 
wonderful diary of her adventures. 
   

 7

In handwork, the Grade 7’s are working on hand 
sewing their own soft dolls.

Grade 7 students mentoring Grade 5 with 
Olympic sports during gym class.

Creating beautiful God’s eyes for the Spring walk.

New Email and Website 
Edge Hill Country School is excited to 
launch its new website. Please have a 
look: www.edgehillschool.org 

With our new website comes a new 
email address. You can now reach us at: 
info@edgehillschool.org.  

Edge Hill is hosting information sessions 
in May at libraries around Grey County. 
See more information on page 8. 

Edge Hill’s 31st annual May Fair and 
Open House will be Saturday, May 26th 
from 11am to 3pm. Hope to see you 
there!

http://edgehillschool.org
mailto:info@edgehillschool.org
http://edgehillschool.org
mailto:info@edgehillschool.org


 
EDGE HILL COUNTRY SCHOOL APRIL 2018

 

 8



 
EDGE HILL COUNTRY SCHOOL APRIL 2018

 9

https://rainbarrel.ca/edgehill/

https://rainbarrel.ca/edgehill/
https://rainbarrel.ca/edgehill/

