
Message from the Board 
Winter has arrived here at Edge Hill and the holidays are just around the 
corner. We marked the start of the season by celebrating Martinmas and 
enjoying a cold evening walk under the stars with lanterns aglow. It was our 
first year holding the Lantern Walk in a new location and what a treat it 
was. A special thank-you to the Batten family for hosting us on your 
beautiful property! 

The largest fundraiser for our school, the Christkindl Market, is happening 
December 8th and 9th at Glencolton Farms. Magic will be in the air as we 
enjoy a fabulous spread of traditional European style food and baking, local 
artisans and vendors, and of course delights of all kinds for the children. 
Last year’s market was a huge success and this year we are anticipating an 
even bigger turnout, so we will need all hands on deck. Thank you to 
everyone who has come forward to help so far, we could not do it without 
you! There is still help needed for set-up, so please be in contact with Elisa 
(ourfarmcoop@gmail.com/519-372-6570) or drop by the farm any day this 
week to lend a hand. Also, December 10th is the last day to order woollens 

Marketplace 
The next newsletter 
will have an area 
where Edge Hill 
families can 
advertise their 
products and 
services. Non 
school families can 
advertise for a small 
fee. Please contact 
info@edgehill-
school.com   

Durham Parade 
Edge Hill was well 
represented in the 
Durham parade last 
Saturday. Thank you 
to all the families 
who rode on the 
float and those who 
cheered along the 
parade route.
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from Warmth and Weather using the promo code 
EdgeHill2017. Visit warmthandweather.ca to 
order. 

As you know, our water system is in need of an 
upgrade and we have been busily working on this 
project. The board has hired Cambium, an 
engineering firm, who will complete an 
evaluation report and help us determine the best 
solution for making our on-site water drinkable. 
We will keep you up-to-date on the plan as it 
develops. 

Given all the exciting happenings in and around the 
school, we would like to extend a final invite to any parent who might be interested in joining the 
board. One seat remains open and we would very much appreciate any help you can provide. If this 
is something you might consider please speak to any board member. Our next meeting takes place on 
December 14th from 4:45-6:15pm. As always, parents are welcome to attend. 

Wishing you and yours a wonderful holiday season filled with warmth, laughter and light. 
Heather Lang, on behalf of the board 

Class News 
Lisa Early, 
Celina Hussey 

Kindergarten 

"There isn’t enough 
darkness in the entire 
world to snuff out the 
light of one little 
candle.” - Siddhartha 
Gautama, founder of 
Buddhism (563-483 
B.C.) 

In November many of the Cattail class children 
and their families came out to our annual 
Lantern Walk. An enchanting walk through the 
forest on such a starry night was really a delight 
for all who attended. In class the children have 
just finished a therapeutic journey circle of the 
story Sweet Porridge. Circle time is a fun time 
for us to work on our proprioceptive and 

vestibular balance as we hop, jump and climb 
over the mountain and through the valleys. The 
children have been primarily painting with 
warm autumn colours, and have even mastered 
painting with 2 colours.  

Outside we 
gathered and 
pressed leaves 
in our leaf 
presses that we 
later used to 
make our 
lanterns. The 
Cattail Class 
Parents gathered 
to discuss one of 
the essentials of 
a Waldorf 
kindergarten: 
Meaningful adult activity as an example for the 
child’s imagination. Each year we have focused 
on one of the essentials so that we can generate 
ideas as a group and bring some of these 
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A beautiful night for a lantern walk.

http://warmthandweather.ca
x-apple-data-detectors://2
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principles into 
our own work at 
home as parents. 
  
We will now look 
forward to 
Advent time in 
the kindergarten. 
This Sunday all 
the children are 
welcome to take 
part in our 
traditional 
Advent Spiral. In 
class we look 

forward to lots of 
seasonal crafting and some baking. 

Surya 
Leigh 
Mellor 
Grade 1 

The Clover 
Class has 
been focusing 
on the four 
primary 
processes of 
subtraction, 

addition, multiplication and division in their 
main lesson work. The students have been 
using gems as counters and have been 
embodying counting in skipping to support this 
block and understand the processes. Where the 
block has really come to life has been with a 
small play about the four processes and the 
students have enjoyed playing out the various 
characters.  

We have just begun our Language Arts block, 
focusing on the vowels. The vowels are often 
referred to as the singing letters and are very 

much sounds of feeling, wonderment and 
expression. In this block the students will be 
writing word combinations and practising the 
recognition of long and short vowel sounds.  It 
is an opportunity to bake letters again and 
shaping the vowels in dough is almost as 
enjoyable as eating the bread letters!   

Grade 1 truly reflects an age of wonder. I have 
been so moved by the care and sensitivity they 
have brought to decorating a small tree outside. 
They have lovingly created ornaments from 
nature to adorn the tree with. A very warm 
thank you to Ms. Gruda who contributed bird 
seed ornaments. We are very fond of birds in 
the Clover Class and enjoy watching the various 
birds and chipmunk (who is getting fatter by 
the day!) at our snack table window.  

The students continue to improve in knitting 
and some have even started their recorder 
cases. Thank you to Linda Payne who is guiding 
them so beautifully in this process. I also want 
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Different main lesson book drawings of 
the four processes, and some of the four 

processes on the nature table .

A kindergarten lantern 
made with pressed leaves. 
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to extend gratitude to Madame Marie-Eve who 
is teaching the students French. Through 
games, songs and circle the students are 
excelling in their vocabulary and 
comprehension of French. It is a much loved 
class by the students.  

Thank you and warm blessings this holiday 
season. 

Sunflower 
Class 

Christina 
Schwarz  

Grade 2-3 

The Sunflower 
students 
continue to 
thrive in our 
happy 

classroom in the 
back. We enjoyed hosting fellow classes to 
practice the lantern walk songs and look 
forward to also hosting Monday morning 
advent. All students took turns acting out the 
parts of St. Martin and the Beggar man and I 
am told Oliver H. and Oliver V. performed those 
roles dramatically at the Lantern Walk as the 
class sang the story in accompaniment. Thank 
you to the Milkweed Class for lending your 
voices as well.  
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Bird feeders and bird seed ornaments bring lots 
of birds for the children to look at out the 

window. Learning about the mineral kingdom. 

Lantern Walk verse 
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During our extensive morning circle we practice 
recorder and have now 7 songs in our 
repertoire! We also have several verses and 
poems memorized to compliment the season 
and our current studies, and we are polishing 

them up to 
recite for 
parents on our 
sharing day.  

We have just 
completed a 
math block 
with a focus 
on place value. 
We were also 
reviewing and 
strengthening 
our skills and 
understanding 
of the four 
processes and 
how they 
relate to each 
other. For each 
new concept 
students 
played a 
different card 
or dice game 
to practice in a 

fun, yet challenging manner. We also had 
number dictation! Our container story followed 
a farm family with four children as they divided 
the logs into wood pieces for the woodshed and 
made multiples of Christmas cookies, amongst  
other activities.  

We have now returned to finish reading "The 
King of Ireland’s Son" during our new cursive 
writing language arts block. It took a bit of 
effort to sculpt "crystal eggs" from the story in 

beeswax. With cursive, the students write the 
letters large in the air, in their form drawing 
books and on the blackboard to get good form 
and flow. Coupled with cursive writing is time 
telling and we have enjoyed playing time telling 
bingo and drawing a 12 pointed star. We have 
already begun a holiday project that requires 
pattern drawing, sewing and embroidery. It's 
lovely to hear the class sing their newly learned 
seasonal songs as they work.   

Aster Class  

Lise Gunby 

Grade 5 

The Grade 5 
class has been 
time travelling 
for several 
weeks, from 
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Watercolour paintings by 
Satya (above) and Autumn 

(below). 

Playing math card games.
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India to 
Persia, 
Mesopotamia 
to Egypt. In 
each place we 
have touched 
in with 
mythologies 
and 
geography, 
values and 
technologies.  
We have read 
a version of 
the 
Ramayana, 
passages from 

the Zend Avesta, and the story of Gilgamesh, 
the philosophical superhero king of Uruk. These 
cultures brim with exotic and inspiring stories. 
At the same 
time, 
students 
have 
completed 
two book 
reports, one 
on a 
biography of 
a heroic 
person, and 
one on a 
book of 
their choice. 
Their next 
assignment 
is a project 
on an Egyptian topic, which will build research 
skills and call upon “multiple intelligences.” 

In mathematics we continue to practise a 
variety of skills and are working through our 

geometry block, exploring the quality of 
number and the beauty of geometrical forms 
that arise out 
of the 
numerical 
world. 
Students are 
also becoming 
more proficient 
with the 
mathematical 
aspect of 
music, 
learning to 
count out 
duets with alto 
and soprano 
recorders. 

Handwork and 
carving have 
been 
competing for 
late afternoon 
attention. One 
student has 
already 
finished knitting a hat, and there are definite 
signs of spoons emerging from the small logs 
we harvested at my place. 

Many thanks to Nick Jerkovic for sharpening 
our carving knives, and for William, an Aster 
Class student, who has now taken over the task. 
Thanks also to Alison Graham for arranging the 
extraordinary visit of Tibetan monks. The three 
wonderful gentlemen, in addition to presenting 
an introduction to Buddhism, chanted for us 
and showed us how to make sand mandalas. 
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The triquetra of fish, a symbol 
found on an ancient Egyptian 

bowl.

Mandala drawing by William.

Egyptian scene by Emmett 
and winter scene by Jelena
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Milkweed 
Class  

Anna Gruda 

Grade 7 

Greetings 
Parents and 
Community 
Members! 

October’s lessons truly reflected the morning 
verse lines “I look into the world” and “I look 
into myself” 

Chemistry class was time to develop 
observational skills while notating experiments, 

seeing transformations of materials and 
bringing items together that have not been 
together before. Chemistry and physics are 
sciences but what makes one and not the other. 
We created projectiles and watched balloons 
blow up from a 
combination of 
ingredients. We 
mixed secret 
formulas to 
create slime and 
one pulsating 
new form of life. 

Coke was used to illustrate corrosive acid and 
lemons to make electrical current. This all led 
up to the idea of holding a Haunted Café event 
for the Grade 5 class with many of our 
alchemical concoctions on display. The students 
played their part as zombie servers with great 
aplomb.  

To put the transformation of materials into a 
practical application the students were given a 
wonderful gift of materials to create stained 
glass lanterns. We are very grateful to Karen 
Uderstadt for providing glass, tools and lots of 
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Tibetan monk demonstrating 
"painting with sand."

Stained glass lanterns

Universe in a jar

Soaked in Coke
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solder. Quite a challenge working with these 
difficult materials. 

We then began the study of human physiology 
in November. Illustrating the major organs and 
understanding how chemistry and physics also 
function in the human body. Our week on the 
process of digestion ended with a pot luck 

lunch with each 
of us 
responsible for a 
different food 
group. We also 
had 2 nurses 
visit from the 
Public Health 
department to 
administer HPV 
vaccinations 
which was a 
great start to 
the next week’s 
study of human 
reproduction.  

We now look forward to the coming Advent 
season and will be finishing the year with the 
Wish, Wonder and Surprise creative writing 
main lesson.  

French in the Grades  

Marie-Eve Perreault 

O Soleil! 
Réveille mon coeur 

Que mes mains apportent le bonheur 
À tous mes frères, 

À toutes mes soeurs, 
Qui vivent avec moi  

Sur cette terre 

With the Clover class we have been 
incorporating colours and numbers with as 
many games and songs as possible, bringing 
variety in repetition and as much practice as we 
can. Introducing a new topic like the parts of 
the body and letting it rest for a few weeks 
while we review the previous lessons allows 
seeds to be planted and much joy to be 
experienced when the students recognize or 
remember, even if only a little at a time. 

In the Sunflower Class, the students are ready 
for some more challenge and bring enthusiasm 
to the lesson. We are exploring active songs and 
circle games, including mental math and 
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Madame Marie-Eve with Clover Class 
guiding students in a game that is teaching 

them left and right. Such fun!

Chalkboard drawing for 
human physiology

Grade 7 paintings
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planning a fun musical piece to present at the 
parent presentation before the holidays. 

With the Aster Class and the introduction of 
French lesson books as well as workbooks, the 
students are developing a deeper understanding 
of the word and are stepping into reading and 
writing in French. We make sure to take time 
for games while reviewing some topics they 
have covered before, to keep it all alive. 

The Milkweed Class is getting deeper into verb 
tenses and the essentials of grammar - how 
fascinating to notice that although it seems so 
complicated, our English language also offers 
many exceptions and with practice (and a little 
culinary incentive) we can find our way. 

La leçon est finie, au revoir et merci! 

 9

TALENT SHOW ANNOUNCED BY  
ASTER STUDENTS 

By Jelena Jerkovic and Zoë Vine 

We are so excited to announce a Holiday Talent 
Show right before school ends for the holidays! It’s 
on December 21st from 2 p.m. to 3 p.m. This is an 
event planned for 
students by 
students. 

To students: come 
and show off your 
talents! Come watch 
other people show 
off their talents! We 
have a sign-up sheet 
for you in each 
classroom. 


