
Message from the 
Board 
Welcoming a new year at Edge Hill, 
we are very happy to see so many 
returning families as well as so 
many new faces! It is wonderful to 
see our little school growing and 
thriving! A warm welcome back to 
Mr. Brian Searson, who returns to 
Edge Hill after many years teaching 
in Toronto, and brings a wealth of 
experience back to our school with 
him. 
   
Our Annual General Meeting was 
held on September 29th and a few 
highlights from the 2017-2018 year 
in review included: 
- An update on our water system, 

which has been fully upgraded. A 
big thank you goes out to Marie-
Eve Perreault and Dano Harris for 
all of their hard work getting our 
water system up and running.  

- Our Fundraising Committee has 
worked very hard this past year. 
We now have monthly Group Buys 
which feature selections of 
products from local suppliers who 
offer the school a percentage of 
the sales. These opportunities are 
open to the wider Edge Hill 
Community and are under the 
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Christkindl Market 
Get in the festive spirit at the Christkindl Market 
presented by the Friends of Edge Hill Country School. 
Enjoy the sights and sounds of a European Christmas 
with traditional European food and baking, local 
artisans and vendors. Plus, meet the barnyard animals, 
enjoy children's activities, a gingerbread real estate 
auction and great entertainment. This dazzling event is 
coming up soon, December 7th & 8th at Glencolton 
Farms, just south of Edge Hill, with proceeds going to 
Edge Hill School. For more information or to buy 
tickets, please visit www.christkindlfarm.com. We look 
forward to seeing you there! 

Volunteers are still needed for the Christkindl Market, 
including preparation before hand (gingerbread 
house decorating on Nov 27/28!). If you would like to 
help, please contact eliciavine@gmail.com.  Thank you! 
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Support tab on our website. https://edgehillschool.org/support/ 
- We also have the Annual Giving Campaign (read about it on page 9) and ongoing fundraisers 

which can be accessed from the Support tab on the school website year round. With these 
opportunities you may shop online, purchase gift cards or labels, and Edge Hill gets a portion of 
the sales. 

- The AGM wrapped up with the election of new directors. The 2018-2019 Board consists of Markus 
Schmidt, Mark Stovel, Karen Uderstadt, David Baines, Annabel Drover, Daniel Harris, Heather 
Lang, Elisa Vanderhout and Elicia Vine. A very big welcome to our new directors. 

Much gratitude to the Batten family for hosting a wonderful Martinmas Lantern Walk again this year! 
It is a special festival and they make wonderful hosts. 

We are excited to be having a float in the Durham Parade for the 3rd year in a row. Watch for us and 
our barnyard of farm animals on December 1st at 12:30pm. 

We are looking forward to another wonderful and special year watching our children learn and grow 
together! 

Karen Uderstadt 
Head of Community Care and Outreach Committee, on behalf of the Board of Directors 
 
  
Class News 

Lisa Early, 
Celina Hussey 

Kindergarten 
The Juniper Class 
is revelling in the 
first snow fall of 
the season; 
everything about 
the snow is so 
wondrous to 
them. It is an 

absolute joy to experience this time of year with 
them. Time outside is divided between 
sledding, snowman making, imaginative play 
and taking care of the bunnies. 

In class there is still a huge emphasis on fort 
building and this theme of ‘home’ has also been 
echoed in our circle songs, verses, nature stories 
and puppet shows. There is an emphasis on 

therapeutic 
movement as 
we move 
through our 
circle story 
strengthening 
our vestibular 
and 
proprioceptive 
sense of 
balance and at 
the same time 
living into the 
imaginative 
story we are acting 
out. It’s also a hilarious time as we log roll 
around the room bumping into one another! 

Looking ahead our attention turns to the 
seasonal celebration of the Winter Equinox. 
Seasonal celebrations mark the changing of 
light, the relationship of the earth to the sun, 
and the connections to what is universal in the 
cycle of the year. For the young child one aspect 
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Winter fun!
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to take into consideration is to keep it simple. 
So much of the spirit of the season can be done 
with gestures and the mood we hold both in 
class and at home. The children are included in 
some of the preparations and this gives them a 
deep satisfaction to participate in the process of 
life, of the yearly cycle. Some of these activities 
will include feeding the birds that need our 
help in winter, making decorations, singing 
seasonal songs and preparing and eating special 
snacks made together in class. Tradition is 
created by repeating these activities year after 
year and the real gift of the season is that by 
setting the mood and taking part in 
preparations the children experience the true 
sense of anticipation, wonder and reverence.   

Surya Leigh 
Mellor, 
Anna Gruda 
Grade 1 

The squirrels 
are asleep in the 
hollow tree. 
Bulbs are asleep 
below. 
But I must 
awake and 
watchful be. 
Let the cold winds blow. 
  
Let it snow! The Willow Class has been enjoying 
the snowy weather and have been walking 
various forms in the freshly fallen snow first 
thing in the morning. It is a wonderful way to 
start the day and to embody the form before 
drawing it in their form drawing books. The 
class has just completed their first Main Lesson 
Language Arts block on fairy tales and 
consonants and are building confidence in book 
work.  
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Fort building has been a big part of free play.

Balancing and handwork are loved 
activities in the Juniper Class.

Walking forms in the snow.
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The students are learning the four 
mathematical processes in the second Math 
Main Lesson block and are enjoying adventures 
in Numberland. This block introduces the lively 
characters of Satchkin Subtraction, Addi Plus, 
Devi Divide and Mary Multiply who enliven the 
qualities of the four processes and help King 
Equals get the Kingdom of Numberland back in 
order.  

The students have started playing the 
pentatonic flute and are coming together 
beautifully as a class in the songs “I’m the wind” 
and “I like to slide.” Singing with the older 
grades during festival times is a lovely way to 
come together in song as a school.  

It has a been a very productive time in 
handwork class with the Willow students. We 
finger knitted seat mats for cozy warmth. Other 
yarn projects have included braiding, macrame 
and making a doll. We also have been busy with 
seasonal crafts. The children designed a Jack-o- 
lantern and had help carving the pumpkins 

from the Olive Class. It was a very sweet 
moment when the youngest and oldest students 
worked together. The Willow students showed 
their appreciation by singing Hallowe’en songs 
for Grade 6 and 8. We also made lanterns for 
the Martinmas walk, with a great turn out for 
the event.  

On Thursdays we have circle time and I tell a 
fairy tale, some of which I hear are repeated at 
home, and the students do a drawing inspired 
by the story. We paint, and are working through 
the individual colours and will start bringing 
them together. The paintings are more about 
having a colour experience than creating a 
picture, but often students will see an image 
created by the moving paint on their very wet 
paper. 

We have started to work on seasonal crafts, and 
the Willow students will be creating their 
knitting needles in December in order to 
commence knitting in the new year. 
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Form drawing provides a lovely transition 
to cursive writing later on. Addi Plus was 

introduced in the math block. Carving 
pumpkins with the Olive Class.

String game forms, exploring curves with a beeswax 
snail, painting with yellow and finger knitted 

recorder case straps. Over the course of the year the 
Willow students will knit full recorder cases which 

will see them through their school years.
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Brian Searson  

Grade 2 

In the winter time 
we go 
Walking in the 
fields of snow; 
Where there is no 
grass at all; 
Where the top of 
every wall, 
Every fence, and every tree, 
Is as white as white can be. 

Pointing out the way we came, 
-Every one of them the same- 
All across the fields there be 
Prints in silver filigree; 
And our mothers always know, 
By the footprints in the snow, 
Where it is the children go. 
   -White Fields by James Stephens 

Snow had fallen through the night and left a 
fresh blanket of 'the soft white fluffy' on the 
playground outside our classroom window. It 
provided the perfect canvas for a spontaneous 
game of wagon wheel tag (a Canadian prairie 
favourite) and beneath a sun filled sky our main 
lesson began with laughter, joy and a lot of 
running. 

On the evening of November 8th the children of 
Rowan Tree class presented a simple but 
beautiful rendition of the classic tale of a 
Roman soldier by the name of Martin who 
kindly shared his cloak with a fellow human 
being in need of a little warmth and 
compassion. The play began the school's annual 
lantern walk and was a fitting reminder of the 
capacity we have as individuals to accept the 
responsibility of caring and sharing with others 
in our world.   

'Candle in my lantern glowing warm and bright 

Lead me through the darkness fill my heart with 
light.' 

Following an English block in which we used 
stories from The King of Ireland's Son to inspire 
our drawing and writing skills, the class 
plunged into Math. We have been practising 
addition and subtraction and are beginning to 
learn the times tables. We have been doing a lot 
of counting and are working with number 
groupings as a foundation for our 
understanding of division. As we head into the 
Advent season the children will begin a study of 
Fables. The discussions around these should be 
very interesting and the opportunities to 
dramatize the various characters we encounter 
should be a lot of fun. 
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Rowan 
Class

Lanterns from the Martinmas Lantern Walk.

Skipping with the Rowan Class.
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We have 
discovered that 
we like to play 
'checkers' and we 
really like to 
solve 'hidden 
picture puzzles'. 

That's all for 
now. Thank you 
for taking an 
interest in what 
we're up to. 

Christina 
Schwarz  

Grade 3 - 4 

The Cedar 
Class days are 
filled with 
laughter, song 
and energetic 
chatter. The 
children's new 
maturity is 
reflected in their work. Artwork is detailed and 
sensitive and paragraphs are written with 
greater complexity, fairly correct spelling and 
growing insight. Many students are now 
choosing advanced chapter books during our 
morning reading and stand upright speaking 
clearly in full sentences when both reading their 
own writing and telling what they have read in 
their novels. In mathematics, we continue our 
work to understand the relationship between 
the four processes in a variety of ways. Lessons 
include counting money, determining elapsed 
time and regrouping with larger numbers. 

The two blocks we have completed thus far are 
"The Good Earth" and "Measurement". The 
farming block included much practical work as 

is typical in the curriculum at this age. The 
students traveled to Crickhollow Farm on three 
separate occasions where they created a garden 
path by digging weeds and spreading wood 
chips. How lovely to was to be busy in 
Rosemary's bountiful garden overflowing with 
fall vegetables ready to harvest. The class spent 
2 nights and 3 days at Glencolton Farm 
immersed in farming culture. During this fun, 
practical trip students were given the 
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An intricate chalk board drawing.

Cedar Class

Measurement main lesson page.

Chewing on and planting garlic, and raking the 
wood chips.
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opportunity to milk cows, feed pigs, gather 
eggs, make cream, plant garlic, etc. To end off 
this diverse farming experience the children 
baked the dragon bread for the school’s 
Michaelmas celebrations and later performed 
their roles as "The Villagers" with strength and 
clarity. 

During the measurement block the students 
measured themselves and the objects around 
them using scales and rulers and capacity 
containers. We charted our weight and height 
and wrote sentences on what the chart showed. 
We found averages, figured out conversions and 
I introduced long division. 

For Hallowe’en we visited the kindergarten to 
entertain the children with songs and recorder 
playing in a round. The lanterns we created for 
the annual walk showcased the talent this class 
possesses and shone out beautifully during the 
walk. Sadly, we said goodbye and best wishes to 
our classmate Lina who returned home to 
Germany.    

Lise Gunby 
Grade 6 - 8 

Olive Class 
students, 
Grade 6 and 8, 
have been 
pacing each 
other on the 
road to accomplishment in history main lesson 
work. Last week both grades compared the idea 
of a “republic” as manifested in ancient Rome 
and in the United States. Grade 8 students are 

studying revolutions as a way to understand 
modern history and the tremendous political 
events that have radically reconstructed ideas 
and lives over the past 200 years. Grade 6 is 
considering the effects of an expansive state 
and its technological innovations on the ancient 
world order. They are also working on projects 
about an aspect of ancient Roman life. In 
language the Grade 8s have been working on a 
formal literary essay, while the Grade 6s are 
developing their argumentative and descriptive 
writing. We are using short stories as our bait! 
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Thanksgiving candle holders.

 Olive Class bookwork.

 Olive 
Class
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Math classes are multi-faceted and students are 
experiencing a variety of approaches and 
strategies. 

Then there 
is hiphop 
dance every 
other week, 
thanks to 
Hailey, a 
senior high 
school 
student who 
sacrifices 
her spare to 
bring the 

Olive students some fancy footwork and co-
ordination. Thanks also to Dano, for being 
patient and so clearly committed to his craft 
during our woodworking classes. Alumna 
Emma has been coming in weekly as well, 
working on elevating the quality of our singing 
voices and combining them beautifully. Thanks 
also to Marie-Eve for the fun and hard work she 
brings to French classes, and to David for his 

unflagging enthusiasm for physical education. 
At recess time there is sometimes a difficult 
choice between outdoor time and chess or 
Quiddler. 

Soon we will move on to another main lesson 
that will combine the richness of two curricula. 
Grade 8s will focus on kitchen chemistry, Grade 
6s on business math, and together we will 
experiment and create a cookbook which will 
employ and share new learning.   

 

Marie-Eve 
Perreault  

French 

...et le français! 

Starting in 
grade 1, la class Saule, the students are 
learning French with eager interest through 
songs, games, poems and rhymes. The main 
vocabulary has been colours, numbers and parts 
of the body, with much variety. It is wonderful 
to hear the enthusiasm of French as a second 
and even third language for some of these 
children. 

In grade 2, la class Sorbier, the students are 
reviewing on the basics they learned last year 
and expanding into the vocabulary to include 
animals and more complex games and songs. 
The growing familiarity is confidence-building 
as they increase their understanding. 

The grade 3/4 students of la classe Cèdre are 
stepping into learning to read in French, 
starting with a well-known (to them) opening 
verse. It is so rewarding for the students to 
make this leap while French had been 
essentially oral until now. These students are 
ready and enthusiastic to delve into bookwork 
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Beautiful artwork by Tate.

William focused on his drawing.

 Le français
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while balancing the classes with games, songs 
and poems to keep up the oral skills. 

In grade 6/8, la class Olive, we are reviewing 
verb conjugations and basic conversational 
questions both orally and written since 
repetition is essential in committing these to 
memory. We are working on short biographical 
paragraphs, initially inspired by a Matisse 
mosaic art exercise that we worked on in 
September. Proverbs and tongue twisters are 
finding their way regularly into our classes 
while we continue to expand our knowledge of 
the French language and culture. 

  ❤  

Support Edge Hill: 
Annual Giving Campaign 

  
Edge Hill Country School is thankful for support 
from its community! We wish to thank our skilled 
and caring faculty, our devoted school 
administrators, our bright and joyful students, 
our supportive families, and our many generous 
volunteers, donors and friends! It is thanks to you 
all that we are able to offer the very best 
education for our children while keeping tuition 
affordable.  

Our annual giving campaign runs at the 
beginning of each school year and it is critical in 
helping us meet our yearly fundraising goals. We 
invite you to participate in the campaign by 
making a donation to our school.  

Donations can be made in 3 ways:  

1) online at https://edgehillschool.org/cash-
donations/  

2) by e-transfer to info@edgehillschool.org  

3) by cheque to Edge Hill Country School, 
423281 Concession 6 Durham,ON NOG 1RO.  

How much you decide to give is entirely up to 
you. For donations received before the New Year, 
your tax deductible donation receipt will be 
applicable to 2018. We receive all donations, 
regardless of amount, with respect and gratitude.  

❤  
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Thank you! 
Thank you to the Saugeen Country Dairy 
for monthly donations of yogourt, greatly 
enjoyed by our ECE programs! 

Thank you to Liz and Barney Barningham 
for their generous donations of hand-knit 
wool sweaters for silent auction and 
beautiful new wool and needles for 
future projects!
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