
Message from 
the Board 
Hello Winter! 

Hopefully everyone has been 
enjoying a few of our (many!) 
snow days watching the wintry 
weather blustering out the 
window. 

A very big thank you to the many 
parents who jump in and help 
with the seemingly endless 
amounts of snow shovelling that 
has occurred this winter! And 
thank you to our maintenance 
crew for your help unfreezing 
pipes.  

Our Fundraising Committee has 
also been busy organizing and 
running group buys. Keep an eye 
on your email for new buys every 
month and thank you for your 
support in helping us reach our 
fundraising goals. 

The Board of Directors would like 
to thank the organizers of the 
Christkindl Market: The Friends 
of Edge Hill, Glencolton Farms 
and Symphony in the Barn who 
volunteered to help raise a 
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Open House & School Tour 
Edge Hill is hosting an Open House and School Tour on 
Tuesday, March 5th. 

5:00~5:30pm: Watch 100 years of Waldorf Education film 
and discuss Edge Hill School life.              

5:30~6:30pm: Tour Edge Hill School and speak with our 
faculty. 
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whopping $10,000 donation to Edge Hill. They couldn't have done this without the help of our 
school parents, friends and community members. We are so grateful for the outpouring of support 
toward our school! Be sure to save the date for the 4th Annual Christkindl Market, December 6th & 
7th, 2019. 

Planning is underway for this year's May Fair, to be held on Saturday, May 25th from 11am-3pm. 
Stay tuned for ways to help, as it is always a such a beautiful festival when everyone lends a hand. 
New this year is a rain date for the event, Sunday May 26th. We've always had good weather for May 
Fair and hope to continue being so fortunate! 

Registration is currently open to new families for September 2019. Openings are available in most 
classes. Contact info@edgehillschool.org to find out more and to book your spot for our Open House 
and Tour on Tuesday, March 5th at 5pm. 

Wishing everyone a safe and happy March Break. 

Karen Uderstadt 
Head of Community Care and Outreach Committee, on behalf of the Board of Directors 
 
  
Class News 

Lisa Early, 
Celina Hussey 

Kindergarten 
King Winter now is 

in the land, 
he reigns with cold 
and freezing hands. 

He makes Jack Frost 
touch nose and toes, 
and brings us white 
and shining snow. 

King Winter is alive and well and living in the 
imaginations of the Juniper Tree Class. King 
Winter graces our nature table and the children 
have heard many stories of his acts of kindness 
towards the forest creatures and his castle made 
of hard packed snow. In January, the children, 
with the help of the teachers, made their own 
forts of hard packed snow outside and have 
enjoyed the bird feeders that hang outside our 
window in the loft. One afternoon we even 
watched a mink frolicking and sliding around in 

the snow from 
our window.   

Our circle time 
has included 
pictorial 
images of King 
Winter, the 
Wood Cutter,  
and challenges 
set up around 
the classroom, 
including 
tramping through 
imaginary deep 
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Children performing a 
puppet show and 

snow fort fun!

Crystal ‘ice’ bake shop.
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snow, crawling through ice caverns and 
climbing over ice mountains, as we sing and 
move through the space.   

We are baking bread weekly with Ms Celina and 
outside the children can be found imitating this 
activity in their own crystal ‘ice’ bake shop. Ms 
Lisa has found the winter to be a good time to 
catch up on handwork mending doll clothing 
and napkins. The children are curious about the 
thimble and pins she uses. It is refreshing for 
the children to experience meaningful adult 
activity and for the adults around them to 
create a happy, industrious atmosphere through 
our recurring daily activities. It is lovely to see it 
imitated in the children’s wholesome play. 

Surya Leigh 
Mellor, Anna 
Gruda 
Grade 1 

Winter Winter see 
the snow blow.  
I love when its 

falling.  
Winter Winter 

come out with me.   
King Winter is 

calling. 

The Grade 1 Willow Class has been working on 
the above song and several other three-tone 
songs on the pentatonic recorder. The class is 
making wonderful progress in their recorder 
playing and they are really starting to tune in to 
one another.  
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Practising the pentatonic recorder.          
Learning about the letter B and the brown    

bear with the basket.

A winter fire.

Dragon puppets in honour of Chinese 
New Year.
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The Willow Class continued to explore the four 
processes in the new year with the help of King 
Winter and his counting gnomes. The class is 
currently in their third language arts main 
lesson block and are working with Russian tales 
to explore the consonants. Masha and the Bear 
and Ivan and the Golden Firebird are some of 
the stories they are working with.  

The class has been enjoying the winter weather 
with circle time outside, with games such as fox 
and rabbit and walking forms in the snow. 
Outside delights also include feeding the birds, 
and the class is happy to note the flock of 
redpoll finches that are coming to the feeder 
right now. They are a nice addition to the 
chickadees, woodpeckers and rabbits! 
 

Brian Searson  

Grade 2 

"So a hurling match 
was called for. It was 
played from the 
rising of the sun until 
the high tide of noon, 
and neither side won 
a goal.Then the 
players stopped to 

eat a refreshment that Mananaun had provided. This 
is what he had brought from his own country, Silver-
Cloud Plain: a branch of bright-red rowan berries. 
Whoever ate one of these rowan berries his hunger 
and his weariness left him in a moment.  
  
We are nearing the end of The King of Ireland's 
Son which has been our main lesson story for 
the past six months and the deepest secrets of 
this classic tale are all being revealed. The 
children are currently hearing about the origin 
of the Rowan Tree after which our class has 
been named. It is the pivotal point around 
which all characters and plot lines come 
together, culminating in the disappearance of 
every enchantment but the lasting enchantment 
of love. It is always delightful to share this 
endearing set of Irish tales with a class and the 
children have thoroughly enjoyed being a part 
of a long tradition of storytelling that stretches 
far back into the mists of time. 
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A redpoll finch, playing Simon Says and a bean 
bag circle game.

Playing the fox and rabbit.

Rowan 
Class
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In arithmetic we have been learning to count by 
twos, threes, fours and fives in preparation for 
learning the multiplication tables. Much has 
been made of clapping, singing and moving in 
rhythm to help us discover the wonder of 
number relationships and how certain number 
sequences meet and cross other sequences. 
Most recently we have explored the concept of 
place value and are quite busy learning to place 
our values while valuing our places. We are also 
learning to recognize and read numbers 
correctly.  

A variety of fables have been told to satisfy the 
children's deep interest in the animal kingdom 
while legends of saints have offered them 
impressions of lofty striving and highlighted the 
noblest human qualities. Both have been used 
as sources for our writing material. 

'Hidden pictures' continue to be a class 
favourite and we are getting very, very good at 
solving these interesting puzzles. 

Thank you for your interest in our activities.  

Christina 
Schwarz  

Grade 3 - 4 

The Cedar 
Class 
continues to 
have full 
productive 
school days. 
Before the 
winter 
holidays we worked on our block on human 
shelters. This block included a project. Each 
student created a model of a hand-built shelter 
chosen from the many shelters found 
worldwide. This project also required a 
description of the peoples who would have built 
the chosen shelter and how the shelter relates 
to its environment, along with illustrations and 
an on-topic border pleasingly designed on a 
two-page spread in their main lesson books. 
Students presented their shelter project to the 
class. The projects were then shared with the 
Olive Class and with their parents on Sharing 
Day. The students also practised and perfected 
lengthy poems, songs in a round and recorder 
pieces to share with their parents on Sharing 
Day and did themselves proud! 
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Student drawings from the Fables block: The North 
Wind and the Sun, The Fox and the Grapes.

The Rowan Class all set for the Teddy Bear picnic.

Cedar Class
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For the holidays, the students worked on a few 
special projects. They created beautiful window 
ornaments with mandala watercolour paintings 
that were then cut out in patterns and filled in 
with translucent paper to create a stained glass 
effect. They also folded and dyed paper stars 
and worked together to create a beautiful 
banner to display in our Edge Hill Christkindl 
booth. It looked amazing! The students drew 
and wrote their own card for past student Lina 
that we mailed to her. We all miss having Lina 
in the Cedar classroom.  

Currently we are learning a dance and 3 new 
poems in circle, are working with fractions 
during mental math, are factoring, extending 
patterns and reading charts in math class, 
crocheting seat cushions in handwork, working 
on tricky vowel sounds and parts of speech in 
language arts, trying new scales and learning 
three new songs in recorder class and cross 
country skiing in gym class. Students are 

memorizing an animal poem from the book of 
poems to present at our next sharing day.  

Our block at present is "The Human Being" - the 
head, the heart, the hands - thinking, feeling, 
doing. Student are writing in a booklet that 
they themselves constructed, which includes a 
sentence about themselves for each letter of the 
alphabet using words beginning with that letter. 
The children are drawing self portraits after 
some lessons on proportions, some 
enthusiastically and some not so much.  
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Banner we created for the Christkindl Market.

Beautifully created window decorations.

Some Cedar Class shelter projects: an igloo 
made of snow blocks in the Canadian far north, 

a tipi made of buffalo hides, a Grey County 
early settlers timberframe barn.
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We have just completed reading The Brothers 
Lionheart that delves into the question of 
individual human character and human society 
beautifully and was wholeheartedly enjoyed by 
all. 
 

Lise Gunby 
Grade 6 - 8 

The winter 
days have 
been warmed 
with cooking 
in the Olive 
Class, as we shared some recipe-testing for an 
Edge Hill Community Cookbook (watch for it!). 
We are fundraising for a raptor demonstration 
at the Medieval Games we are going to host at 
Glencolton Farm in May. We are expecting three 
or four other Waldorf schools for the grand 
event, and the King and Queen have already 
consented to attend (watch for them!). We are 
also hoping to finance a couple of pizzas for our 
intensive play practices in April. We will be 
presenting a musical at year end. 

Grade 8 students have been studying kitchen 
chemistry, and the science behind emulsions, 
solutions, sugars, starches, cellulose, protein, 

and other food items of elemental interest. One 
of our favourite experiments was eating  
profiteroles with the baking help of Hester. 
Look for this wonderful recipe in our cookbook. 

Grade 6 
students 
have been 
working on a 
business 
math block 
complete 
with the 
pleasures of 
rates, ratios, 
proportions, 
percentages, 
and interest. 
Every once in 
a while we 
compare 
notes with 
the Grade 8s 
to make sure 
they’re keeping up (just kidding!). All students 
are working hard through their workbooks and 
mini-lesson applications. 

Before March break we are turning to language 
arts, with a study of reading and writing poetry, 
stories, and essays. Students have been 
completing book reports from time to time. 
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 Oxtlan’s geometry artwork.

Amazing artwork by Nowlan.

 Olive 
Class

Cedar Class students working on the          
Christkindl banner.
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After the break we will return to history. The 
Grade 6s move on from Roman to Medieval, 
and the Grade 8s continue with the modern 
period, starting with the Chinese Revolution 
and looking at the major events that have 
shaped our world today. 

Please do consider trying out the recipes 
submitted by our school families when we have 
finished putting the cookbook together. The 
business math students of Grade 6 will be 
offering the collection at a fair price after they 
calculate printing costs!  

Marie-Eve 
Perreault  

French 

What a pleasure 
to engage with 
“Les Petits nains 
de la  montagne” 
in Grade 1 this winter! The lively song with 
actions and fun clapping and snapping rhythms 
seems to have imparted a real joie-de-vivre 
while growing our vocabulary and practising 
pronunciation. 

The Grade 2 class contributed in creating a 
story in French with “Le Géant qui avait froid”, 
including some memory and review for parts of 
the body (where he might be cold) and adding 
articles of clothing. Le Géant’s huge generosity 
as seen in giving away the new tailor-made 
clothing to all the cold animals encountered 
along the way was truly warming. 

In Grades 3-4, la classe Cèdre has been delving 
into the trades, time-telling and writing in 
French. Some verses and poems known to the 
students are written into their French lesson 
Books and connecting what they have been 
speaking to how it is written. So many 
interesting discoveries and observations are 
made on the way combinations of letters sound. 

The Grades 6 & 8 classe Olive are well into 
their collaboration of short skits to present to 
each other. This practice has been valuable in 
practicing reading skills, getting to memorize 
some lines, and adding some context to 
vocabulary with humour that keeps things 
interesting! 
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The Edge Hill Community Cookbook is                  
nearly ready for sale.

 Le français


