
Message from the Board 
Happy Spring Everyone!  

Please join us on Saturday, May 25th for our 
32nd annual May Fair. There will be wonderful 
children’s activities, a natural living market, 
delicious homemade food, a raffle draw with 
fantastic prizes and, of course, a traditional 
Maypole dance. The festival is cash only and 
please bring your own dishes and cutlery if 
possible to minimize waste – we will have a dish 
washing station set up. We are looking forward to 
a wonderful event – see you there! 

The May Fair is one of Edge Hill’s largest 
fundraisers and an excellent way to support our 
beloved school. If you are able to volunteer, there 
are still spots that need to be filled so please be 
in touch with our volunteer coordinator, Heather 
Lang (heather.lang@outlook.com). There will be 
a May Fair Raffle this year with some fabulous 
prizes donated from Summerfolk 44, Scenic 
Caves Nature Adventures, Seed Holistic Spa and 
Story Book Park. If you would like to help by 
selling raffle tickets, please be in touch with 
Marie-Eve (meperreault@edgehillschool.org). 
Finally, if you are able to donate an item 
towards our silent auction, please connect with 
Ms Lise (lise.gunby@edgehillschool.org), or 
drop items off at the school. It takes the whole 
Edge Hill community to create a successful 
event, and we are so appreciative of all the help 
we receive each year. Thank you! 
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Enrolment & Open House 
Edge Hill is now accepting enrolment for 
Kindergarten through Grade 8.  We are 
hosting our last Open House for the school 
year at our May Fair on Saturday, May 25th 
at 11:30am. Please meet in the courtyard 
between the first two buildings. Registration 
appreciated at info@edgehillschool.org
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Due to the growth of our school, the Board is looking into options for an offsite Kindergarten. One 
proposed site is the Greenwood Homestead down the road from Edge Hill. While still in the early 
stages of this exploration, we are working on determining the feasibility of such a move and will 
provide further updates moving forward. Also on the Board agenda is an extensive by-law review. 
The draft version will be ready to share with the membership by mid-summer, in preparation for the 
fall AGM, where it would potentially be adopted. 

We are also very thankful again to be receiving a grant from the Cawthra Mulock Foundation for 
school supplies and infrastructure. 

Karen Uderstadt 
Head of Community Care and Outreach Committee, on behalf of the Board of Directors 

  
Class News 

Lisa Early, 
Celina Hussey 

Kindergarten 

Spring is in the air 
in the Juniper 
Tree Kindergarten. 
As soon as the 
snow disappeared 
the children 
attempted to start 

digging but to their surprise the earth was still 
frozen. When it did thaw, we were left with a 
delightful muddy mess everywhere! Mud is our 
new favourite element to explore and create 
with and the ideas are endless.  

In class we have sung many songs about the 
coming of spring, in particular about our friends 
the pussy willows. The children have been 
fascinated by the pussy willows and on a nature 
walk we collected a few by the side of the road 
where we listened to the chorus of the spring 
peepers in the marsh. In story time the children 
watched a humourous puppet show of The 
Little Red Hen.  

In circle we’ve turned our attention to a new 
circle about helping to spring-clean. There is 
humour and fun in the pitter patter of raindrops 
with our fingers on our friend’s head and 
rubbing the back of another child with the 
imagination of giving ‘our dog Shaggy’ a bath. 
At the end, the children hug one another as the 
mother in the story thanks her child for his or 
her help that day. When a healthy sense of 
touch is experienced freely by the child and 
becomes a strong foundational sense, later in 
life this will support the inner development of 
our higher sense of experiencing the ego or ‘I’ of 
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Playing and picnicking outside in spring.
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another person, such as when we say “What 
you did touched my heart.” We are playfully 
honing our capacities to have deep and 
meaningful relationships in the future.   

 
Surya Leigh 
Mellor, Anna 
Gruda 
Grade 1 

Satchkin Patchkin. 
Hear me lift the 
latchkin! 
Satchkin 
Patchkin. Hear me 
lift the latch. 

  
The Willow Class has started preparing for their 
year end play, Satchkin Patchkin. This is a 
delightful story written by Helen Morgan and is 
quite possibly my favourite story for Grade 1. It 
is one of humour, transformation and empathy. 
Drama is such an important part of the 
curriculum and the class play represents an 
opportunity to weave together the threads of 
much that the class has experienced 
academically, artistically and socially 
throughout the year. This is the case with 
Satchkin Patchkin as the class is concurrently 

doing a main lesson block that integrates both 
mathematics and language arts skills that 
reflect the story. The class play further helps to 
develop poise, confidence and grace, allowing 
the children to experience the wonder and 
power of speech in a unique way because it is 
spoken ‘by heart’, and brought to life through 

gesture, movement and song. The students will 
play each of the main characters allowing them 
to ‘live’ into different characters, giving the 
students room to strengthen who they are and 
understand who they are not.  

The snow-based outdoor circle games and 
walking forms for form drawing have given way 
to different games and we look forward to 
bringing skipping outdoors. In form drawing we 
are focusing on running forms this month. It is 
a wonderful way to strengthen the will and to 
improve number and letter formation.  

 3

Ms Lisa performing ‘The Little Red Hen’ 
puppet show for the kindergarten students.
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The students have started preparing for the 
May Fair by learning new songs both vocally 
and on the pentatonic recorder. It is an exciting 
time for the Grade 1 students as it is their first 
year to join in the weaving of the May Pole with 
the entire school. The class has been practising 
various weaving dances to support them in this. 
See everyone at the May Fair! 

Brian Searson  

Grade 2 

All around is the 
song they are 
singing 
All around is the 
promise that 
springtime will 
bring 
The grass 
growing green 
The flowers now seen 
The joy from the earth that is springing. 

On a beautiful, sunny mid-April day the 
students of Rowan Tree Class made their way 
through the woods with water bottles in hand. 
They were eager to dip them in the fresh spring 
waters at the point of destination and take a 
cooling drink from this 'gift' of the earth. We 
were taking part in the school's annual nature 
walk and a very lovely time was had by all.  
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Some knitting projects the Willow class made with 
Ms Gruda. 

Rowan 
Class

The Spring Walk to the local spring. 

Form drawings improve number and 
letter formation.
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Earlier that day we had shaped and baked 
delicious breads in the form of roosters and 
chickens as part of our celebration. This turned 
out to be a most tasty treat and the children 
agreed that it was something we should do 
every day. 

Our math studies have taken us into the realm 
of place value. We actively engage in the subject 
with a daily round of High Number. This game 
involves a deck of cards, some logical 
considerations, and a little luck. The children 
are keen to play and squeal with delight 
whenever their choices for placement match the 
high number of the round. We are also testing 
our puzzle solving skills with a series of mazes. 
This is proving to be a class favourite. 

We are just finishing our second block of Fables. 
Some of the students’ pictures accompany this 
article. See if you can match the drawings to 
these stories: The Donkey and the Salt, The 
Farmer and the Stork, The Flies and the 
Honeypot or The Crab and His Mother. 

As part of our language studies the children are 
now listening to The Boy Apprenticed to an 
Enchanter. It is an Irish legend filled with 
intrigue, mystery and adventure. The story 
involves the son of a fisherman and the 

daughter of a bramble gatherer who are joined 
together by destiny in their search for the truth. 
They encounter magicians and kings and 
experience the cause and effect of several 
relationships along their journey. The story will 
soon come to an exciting conclusion. 

This past month a member of our class 
celebrated the arrival of a baby sister. Joyful 
events such as this add much to the spirit and 
life of a class. Heartfelt congratulations to mom 
and dad. 

Thanks for taking the time to read about our 
little class.  

Christina 
Schwarz  

Grade 3 - 4 

The Cedar 
Class 
students have 
been 
immersed in 
the world of 
animals in 
the last few 
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Main lesson book drawings by the Rowan Class.

Cedar Class

Cedar Class animal projects.
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weeks. Their main lesson books are full of 
beautiful drawings showcasing the rich diversity 
of animal life on our planet. This is always such 
a fun block as the students love to learn about 
the life and habits of animals, many of which 
they didn't even know existed! Each student 
completed a research project on an animal of 
his or her choice and created a model of that 
animal. Students were given an outline with 
questions they needed to answer in their write-
up and the quantity and quality of their work 
were truly impressive. The projects were then 
shared with parents at our Cedar Class Sharing 
Day. It was wonderful to observe the children 
expertly showing off the knowledge they had 
gained.  
 

At the Sharing Day, the students also spoke 
poems they had learned individually and as a 
group. For the first time they sang a song that 
had a high and low harmony. We needed to 
practise the song quite a bit in order to not be 
distracted by the singers singing the other 
harmony. The students managed their best 
performance yet and I was so pleased for them! 

We also performed the dance and song that we 
have been working on for a few months and 
were quite breathless by the end of the fast 
part, or perhaps that was just me!  
 

The students have all chosen novels to read for 
a book report to be completed for the end of 
this month. We are also reading a novel 
together in class with a Norse theme. We have 
just begun our language arts block that has the 
stories of the ancient Norse people as its theme. 
The children will soon be deeply immersed in 
the lives of Odin, Thor, Loki, and Freya, and 
their arch enemies, the Frost Giants! We have 
begun our highly anticipated play which is 
based on one of these stories. We will surely be 
working hard to perfect it for our audience 
when we perform it at the end of the school 
year. 
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Cedar Class Sharing Day.

Lovely watercolour paintings by the Cedar Class.
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Lise Gunby 
Grade 6 - 8 

As the 
summer 
nears and the 
spring finally 
arrives, Olive 
Class students 
have been enjoying a wide range of activities, 
from selling their cookbook to planning a 
Medieval Games Day. (We reprinted a few more 
cookbooks if you missed out!)  

The Grade 8s have begun attending six days of 
Elephant Thoughts programming at 
Kimbercote, where leadership, outdoor 
learning, awareness of Aboriginal communities, 
and having fun are priorities. They have also 
each crafted a biographical essay about a 
twentieth century figure. The Grade 6 students 
have completed projects on aspects of life in the 
Middle Ages. We are all practising for our class 
play/musical, which will be performed on the 
stage at Glencolton Farm on June 6. Please 
mark your calendar for immediately after 

school. Add to these activities the wilderness 
weekend led by Ken Batten, the Grade 8 trip to 
Montreal, and the Grade 8 graduation 
ceremony, and we are working hard to balance 
academic life and . . . life!  

The Medieval Games Day will be Monday, May 
27 at Glencolton Farm. We are hosting five 
other Waldorf schools for events including 
archery, a footrace, jousting, and other 
medieval games. A midday feature will be a 
raptor demonstration by the Royal Canadian 
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 Woodworking with Dano. Nowlan's 
trebuchet for his medieval project.

Alessandro's model of a knight.

 Olive 
Class

A Grade 6 main lesson book drawing.
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Falconry: please feel free to drop by (and 
donate $5) to watch. We are also looking for 
volunteers to take charge of stations or do some 
role-playing. Let me know if you’d like to be 
involved! 

Thank you to the parents and community 
members who have contributed so generously 
to this class! 

Marie-Eve 
Perreault  

French 

The joy and 
energy of 
spring time is 
mirrored in our class poems, songs and games. 
The following finger-play in Grade 1 has a 
sweet way of deepening known vocabulary with 
seasonal awareness. 

Voici mon petit jardin. J'y sème, j'y sème des petits 
grains. Je les recouvre de terre chaude et noire. 
Voici la pluie fine qui leur dit "Bonsoir!" 
Voici le soleil qui les appelle: "Réveillez-vous mes 
belles!" Il est grand temps de sortir! 
En voici 1,2,3,4,5. Cinq petites fleurs qui disent 
"Bonjour!" 

In Grade 2, we have grown into beginning our 
classes with individual questions that the 
students need to differentiate to answer 
appropriately. Evolving our listening skills and 
practising speech with great improvement! 

The Grade 3 and 4 class are very agile with 
tongue twisters! Adding more complicated ones 
that also tie in with their animal block offers an 
opportunity to develop a comfort with French 
volubility in an engaged way. 

In the Grade 6 and 8 class, we recently 
completed a block on tastes, just after the 
release of The Olive Class cookbook. Getting 
beyond simply like or dislike and determining 
the varying degrees of sour (sure/acide), salty 
(salé), bitter (amer) and sweet (sucré) was a 
fun challenge!  
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 Le français

Highlights 
The Olive Class will be performing their 
end of year play - a musical - on the stage 
at Glencolton Farm on June 6 at 4pm 
sharp! All are welcome! A large audience 
is requested after so much work! Please 
come before for refreshments.  

The Medieval Games Day will be Monday, 
May 27 at Glencolton Farm. Please come 
out to see the Royal Canadian Falconry 
raptor demonstration at midday ($5 
donation). Volunteers still needed!  

If you have anything to donate to our May 
Fair silent auction, please drop it to the 
school or contact Lise. 
lise.gunby@edgehillschool.org

The Olive Class welcomes spring with their 
watercolour paintings.
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