
Message from the Board 
Goodbye fall and hello beautiful winter !  

The start of a new school year always brings great excitement as we head back to the classrooms to 
greet our friends and teachers. We welcomed many new faces this year as new families settle into the 
daily rhythm of Edge Hill. A very warm welcome to our newest faculty members, Suzan Plumstead, 
leading our French Language Program, and  Marzena Cegys, and family,  leading our grade one 
students in their main lesson.  

As our school continues to thrive and grow we looked to 
find a wonderful new location to house our kindergarten 
class. The renovation phase is well underway at the new 
Greenwood site, which will be home to our kindergarten 
class starting September 2020, with two full-time 
teachers. We look forward to seeing this exciting new 
development progress over the coming months. This off-
site location will lead into our long term infrastructure 
plan of building a larger school onsite to accommodate 
our ever-expanding school population.  

The fundraising committee is working hard to provide 
our community with many group buy opportunities this 
year. We have already had wonderful items available for 
our everyday needs and will continue to see great 
offerings into the new year. These monthly group buys 
offer a selection of products from local suppliers who 
offer a portion of sales back to our school. Please enjoy 
these offerings as they are open to the wider Edge Hill 
Community and friends through our website https://
edgehillschool.org/support/. Keep an eye on your email 
for monthly offerings. Please make sure you have joined 
the Edge Hill Community Google Group: https://groups.google.com/forum/#!forum/edge-hill-
community . 
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Our craft circle is hard at work creating 
beautifully handcrafted items for our many events 
throughout the year. We welcome our greater 
school community to join in, as many hands make 
light work. Not to mention a cup of hot tea and 
great friendships are grown while working on our 
latest projects. Please contact administration for a 
schedule and location.  

Much gratitude to the Batten family for hosting a 
wonderful Martinmas Lantern walk again this 
year! It was a beautiful snow-dusted evening 
enjoyed by all. Thank you for your hospitality!  

We are excited to have a float in the Durham 
Parade again this year on Saturday, December 7th 
at 12:30 pm. We look forward to seeing you on 
the float or waving from the sidelines!  

Lastly, we welcome our board of directors  
Christina Schwarz, Mark Stovel, David Baines, 
Annabel Drover, Daniel Harris, Elisa Vanderhout, Elicia Vine, Erik Koopman and Jess Johnstone for 
the 2019-2020 school year.  

We look forward to another wonderful year of community and togetherness as we watch our children 
learn and grow.  

Jess Johnstone 
Head of Community Care and Outreach Committee, on behalf of the Board of Directors 

Waldorf 100 Celebration! 
Given Waldorf Education being founded in 1919 and Edge Hill School's beginnings in 1986, there is 
cause for celebration! The weather was in our favour for an informal gathering at The Garafraxa Café 
to highlight the centenary of Waldorf and the 33 years of Edge Hill. 

It was rewarding to re-
connect, celebrate and touch 
in with the foundation of love 
and connection that is built 
into this philosophy and 
education. As the first video 
concluded, attention is love. 
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Christkindl Market  
Get in the festive spirit at the Christkindl Market 

presented by the Friends of Edge Hill Country School. 
Enjoy the sights and sounds of a European Christmas 

with traditional European food and baking, local artisans 
and vendors. Plus, meet the barnyard animals, enjoy 
children's activities, a gingerbread real estate auction 

and great entertainment. This dazzling event is coming 
up soon, December 6th & 7th at Glencolton Farms, just 

south of Edge Hill, with proceeds going to Edge Hill 
School. For more information or to buy tickets, please 

visit www.christkindlfarm.com. We look forward to 
seeing you there!                                                      

Volunteers are still needed for the Christkindl Market, 
including preparation before hand (gingerbread house 

decorating on Nov 26/27!). If you would like to help, 
please contact christkindlfarm@gmail.com. Thank you!  
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Waldorf Education is in this community thanks to the vision of a few and the commitment of so many 
over the years. It is an honour to have the opportunity to work, play and create together within the 
common thread of Waldorf; weaving in our unique and beautiful diversity. It is educating us as adults 
alongside the students. 

Two short documentaries were presented and the archived photo albums from Edge Hill were 
available to peruse. For those who missed it and would like to see the films, they are available online 
at https://www.waldorf-100.org/en/films/. It is remarkable to recognize how we are contributing 
locally in a meaningful way within this global movement. 

A big thank you to 
our community-
building friends at 
The Garafraxa Café, 
Kevin and Michele, 
who offered up 
their space to host 
the event. 

Class News 
	  
Lisa Early, 
Celina Hussey 

Kindergarten 

It’s late autumn 
in the Rose 
Quartz class and 
the children have 

just 
finished 
a Wind 
Circle 
lead by 
Ms. 
Celina.  
We 
enjoyed 

singing wind songs with our wind wands and 
we lulled the trees to sleep with a little lullaby 
at the end.  There was also an opportunity to 
use our wind wands during a little puppet show 
of a mouse and a spider who found refuge in a 
pumpkin as winter approached.    

We have 
been 
finger 
knitting 
and 
braiding 
wool 
yarn, and 
others 
have 
taken up 
little 
sewing projects.  On Thursdays there is a lot of 
help around the wood working table fixing toys 
that need repair. 
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The preparation of food and snack time 
is a vital part of the Waldorf Early 

Childhood Curriculum.

Nature walks are gentle, peaceful, and 
reflective.

https://www.waldorf-100.org/en/films/
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We’ve really enjoyed our time outside going on 
a daily nature walk this year, building forts, 
raking leaves and preparing snacks at our new 
outdoor work table.   

An early arrival of snow has delighted everyone 
and we are immensely enjoying tobogganing 
and frolicking in the snow.   

The Rose Quartz children are fortunate to have 
so much opportunity and space outside in 
nature that will help them build a strong 
physical foundation and orientation in space 
that will help them not only integrate into their 
own bodies but to also integrate into the world 
around them. 

Marzena Cegys 
Grade One 

At night in bed I feel the 
windy beat 
Of rosy wings.  
The sky is filled with 
music soft and sweet,  
Which each star sings.  
Bright fields of singing stars go drifting by;  
And in them happy children sing and fly;  
And with them — I.  
I do not hear the singing stars by day,  
Nor spread my wings.  
I am too brisk and busy with my play 
And waking things.  
But music breathes again as night draws nigh,  
Till flocks of children throng the singing sky,  
And with them — I. 
- Isabel Wyatt 

For the 
Sunstone 
class, 
mornings in 
our small 
quiet space 
have felt very 
cheerful, 
focused and 
rhythmic. 
Our first 
Language 
Arts block 
introduced us 
to half of the 
consonants of 
the alphabet. 
Our first 
math block 
introduced us 
to the Quality 
of Numbers. Each letter and each number lives 
within a story and an image.  
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Preparing soup at our outdoor work table.

Outside enjoying the new winter snow.

Students’ Main lesson book 
drawings of Sylvia and her turnip 
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We recite and learn weekly songs and poems. 
Fairy tales take us on quests little and immense. 
The gnomes of Limindoor Woods are steady 
visitors, as are stories of Sylvia and her Wonder 
Book. We have spent the last two weeks 
learning and practicing the four processes - 
addition, subtraction, multiplication and 
division. We have been working with our 
Rhythm sticks, hopscotch and the jumping 
elastic. ‘Guma’ - the jumping elastic band - is a 
particular favourite: it is a challenging and 
wonderful jumping game, which puts the 
relationships between the numbers 1-10, odd 
and even numbers, and the multiples of 2 and 
3, into our feet.   

The grade one students were very excited to 
join their grade two friends for full days over 
the week of Halloween. It was a special 
experience for them to share their main lesson 
rhythm with the older students. With stories of 
tricky Halloween mischief makers, Storm 
Fairies, and the Ojibwe oral story of the 
thunderbirds our days were full. We made 
shadow puppets, and with Madame Suzan in 
the French class we carved jack-o-lanterns. The 
early snow has brought with it stories of winter 
and the delight of the toboggan hill.  

All night 
long their 
nets they 
threw 
To the 
stars in 
the 
twinkling 
foam —  
Then 
down 
from the 
skies 
came the 
wooden 
shoe,  
Bringing 
the 
fishermen 
home;  
’T was all 
so pretty 
a sail it 
seemed 
As if it could not be,  
And some folks thought ’t was a dream they’d 
dreamed 
Of sailing that beautiful sea —  
- Eugene Field 
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Practicing ‘Guma’ - the Jumping Elastic Band. 

Students’ paintings and collages to Eugene 
Field’s poem ‘Wynken, Blynken and Nod”. 
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Anna Gruda 
Grade 2 

Our first Main 
Lesson of the year 
was a review of the 
alphabet and 
introduction to 
word families. 

 We used 
Edward Lear’s 
wonderful 
poems from 
his collection 
‘Complete 
Nonsense’. 
From A to Z 
we formatted 
the page to 
include an 
illustration, 
upper and 
lower case 
letters and 
developed a 
feeling for 
spacing. 

Our second 
block was 
based on 
these 
geometric 
stars using 
numbers  
1 to 12.  

We included the number as a word in English 
and French, the number in Roman numerals  
and a formation of dots. We have been working 
with small blocks and jewels in these 
formations to easily identify amounts based on 

patterns. This creates more ease in counting 
larger numbers in object patterns. We also 
identified place value up to the 100 thousands. 

Here is a beautiful 
scarf created by one of 
our grade 2 students. 
They were introduced 
to pearling and many 
have started to 
crochet, which is our 
goal for the year. 

At the beginning of 
November we started 

the ‘King of Ireland’s Son’ Main Lesson block. 
The story has entranced the students with 
images and imagination. With recall every day 
the students know the story truly by heart and 
composing a summary of key moments. Writing 
is becoming tidy and there are fewer reversals 
of letters. 

We have 
been 
working 
on 
skipping, 
working 
with 
rubber 
balls, 
juggling, balance, rhythm, gymnastics and 
learning to enjoy these early winter days. We 
look forward to the parent presentation on 
November 28 to show the skills and work we 
have been doing in drama and musical 
accomplishments. 
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Brian Searson  

Grade 3 

the grey forest  
people cast off their old 
clothes  
goodbye  
everything's   
sleeping as winter draws near 
so close your eyes 
the mists of all twilights dance close at hand 
    - Bruce Cockburn 

Warmest greetings from Moonstone Class, 

Nestled among the shrubs and apple trees that 
border the school yard one may find a charming 
collection of fairy houses. Fuelled by an innate 
desire to 
understand 
and 
experience the 
construction 
of shelters the 
students of 
Grade 3 have 
kept 
themselves 
busy 
throughout 
the fall 
creating 
beautiful little 
dwellings to 
house the elemental beings that frequent our 
property. As a  result of their care and 
passionate effort the children shared an 
intimate contact with nature. Gifts left for the 
little people often disappeared overnight to be 
replaced by messages the children eagerly read 
and passed among themselves. Sadly, the arrival 
of snow has lowered its veil over these 
proceedings. Oh well, now we can slide and 
make snow houses. Yahoo! 

And There Was Light. 
This year the class is being introduced to the 
world of the Ancient Hebrew Stories. Out of the 
oral tradition, these stories bring in legendary 
form a concise, biblical report that is poetically 
and mythologically accessible for the 
developing child from age 8-10. Sympathy with 
the good, the divine world and sadness and 
darkness resulting from the expulsion from light 
form not only the drama of these stories, but 
also of the individual human being. It is this 
which the child experiences and follows, on the 
wings of his/her feelings. If one succeeds in 
letting the reality of nature grow out of the 
divine, 
colourful 
background 
of a world 
creation, 
then awe, 
reverence, 
and love of 
nature can 
blossom. 
Moral 
powers are 
awakened. More significant pictures than those 
expressed in the great events of these Hebrew 
Stories can hardly be found. 
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Moonstone Class

Seasonal Measurement of the Year
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Much counting and measuring has taken place 
over the past month in Grade 3. Our discovery 
and application of the 'Royal Foot' laid a firm 
foundation for a sturdy exploration of Imperial 
measurement. In our efforts to be truly 
Canadian 
we have 
also 
embarked 
on a study 
of the 
Metric 
system. 
The art of 
inclusion 
has its 
challenges. 

We were 
delighted 
to find out 
that the 
distance from our school gate to the home of 
one of our students is exactly 1 kilometre and 
with that little fun fact I shall bring this to a 
timely end. Yes, the study of measurement 
means that a clock now hangs on our classroom 
wall and we all know when it's time for recess. 

Until next time,  
Mr. Searson 

 

Christina 
Schwarz  

Grade 4/5 

During the first 
week of school the 
turquoise class headed off on a field trip to see 
and learn about rainforest animals. Each 
student wrote a research paragraph and drew a 
depiction of their animal of choice afterwards. 
The next week was filled with Circus Arts where 
the students grew their personal athleticism and 
grace in a variety of ways. Everyone enjoyed 
showing off their accomplishments in a 
performance at the end of the week.  

The next week was also full of physical activity 
but of a different nature as the class joined 
together to build a play structure they had 
designed themselves. Sanding pegs down to an 
ultra smooth 
surface was 
one of the 
favourite 
aspects of this 
build though 
stripping logs 
and digging 
giant holes 
was more 
impressive to 
me. The 
structure will 
provide an 
activity centre 
for one of 
their 
classmates 
especially and 
encourage 
more inclusive 
play.  
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Play Structure Construction.
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Our first block was fractions which were tackled 
in a variety of ways using predominantly real 
world applications. I believe the students 
enjoyed the straightforward nature of the 
lessons and how their main lesson books 
evolved. It was the first block and everyone 
took extra care with neatness and presentation.  
All are now practicing what was taught with 
worksheets.  

The class has been enjoying singing with Emma 
and what I hear sounds just beautiful. They will 
sing some of the songs that they are learning at 
Christkindl. The fifth grade loved woodworking 
with Dano and are already practicing with Ken 
for the Greek Olympics that they will attend in 
the spring. Thank-you to you both.  

Our current block is Local Geography and 
History. We 
travelled 
through the 
Great Lakes 
with "Paddle 
to the Sea" 
and are now 
investigating 
maps in all 
their 
diversity. 
Each 
student will 
learn to 
both follow 
and create a 
map.  

The early 
snow is a 
reminder 
that winter 
holidays will 
come soon 
and I look 
forward to 
creating 
seasonal 
crafts and 
enjoying the 
festivities 
with the 
energetic 
and warm spirited Turquoise Class. 
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Main Lesson Drawings.

Main Lesson Title Page and Art.
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Lise Gunby 

Grade 7 

For the past 
weeks, we have 
been investigating 

overlapping blocks of astronomy, physics, and 
voyages of exploration (geography). It was 
interesting to lay out our three main lesson 
books and connect our study of magnetism with 
the Earth and space, magnets in physics, and 
the invention of the compass. The integration of 
subjects and the application of knowledge were 
nicely demonstrated. 

The students at 
the Grade 7 
level are 
coming into a 
creative and 
relatively 
sophisticated 
ability to 
interpret visual 
and written 
material, as is 
evident in their 
main lesson 
illustrations and 
compositions.  

In physics we have studied optics and acoustics, 
learning about the dynamics of mysterious 
waves and experimenting with prisms, 
magnification, primitive telephones, and basic 
musical instruments. Astronomy is continuing. 
We had a fascinating visit from astronomer 
John Hlynialuk and friends, who brought a 
powerpoint presentation highlighting the 
Apollo 11 anniversary in particular, a couple of 
wonderful telescopes, and an evening of star 
and space-station gazing. At the Ontario 

Science 
Centre we 
had another 
marvelous 
astronomy 
session at the 
Planetarium, 
as well as 
visits to many 
other 
displays. 

In 
mathematics, 
we are using 

several sources to practice various concepts, 
most recently integers. We have approached 
positive and negative numbers with a good 
guy/bad guy story (works for me!), with 
coloured chips, with number lines, and with 
good old logic driven by sheer brain power. 
 
Students will 
soon be 
completing a 
project on an 
explorer, 
especially in 
terms of the 
Renaissance, 
which is a 
block of study 
later in the 
year. In 
handwork 
some students 
have already 
finished their 
dolls, and 
all have 
personalities 
taking shape 
in cotton 
and wool. In 
music we are working on a repertoire of songs 
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The mysteries of light, darkness, and 
colour explored using prisms.

Compass Rose.

On the phone (students managed to 
have a seven-way conversation by 

attaching their phone lines and cups!).
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to sing, along with the Grade 4s and 5s, at 
Christkindl. 
 

We thank Mme 
Suzan for 
excellent French 
and Emma Fuller 
for beautiful 
music. And a big 
thank you to 
Dano Harris for 
helping the 
students to make 
handsome 
swords in 
woodworking. 

 

Suzan 
Plumstead  

French 

Les classes de 
français à Edge 
Hill... 

Pierre de soleil/Ambre 
Singing songs and playing games about the 
seasons, numbers, culture. You might know the 
song ‘Sur le pont d’Avignon’? Most days are fun 
and cooperative! 

Pierre de lune/ Moonstone 
Lots of enthusiasm for learning French songs, 
vocabulary and activities. From, ‘Plus nous 
sommes ensemble/The more we get together’ to 
‘Je marche avec ma lanterne/I walk with my 
little lantern’. 

Turquoise  
Engaged and challenged, the grades 4 and 5 
class sing, learn verses, do activities (like 
carving pumpkins en français), play games like 
Crokinole and Dutch Blitz, « Vas-y! ». 

Lapis Lazuli 
Challenging and 
engaging the 
grade 7 students 
involves finding 
balance 
between 
structured 
lessons and fun. 
Mardi/Tuesdays 
are more 
academic and 
activities like 
games and 
cooking (des 
jeux et la 
cuisine) are 
reserved for 
jeudi/
Thursdays. Some days are silver some days are 
gold. Madame Suzan is learning how to help 
engage our children without technology. 

Amitiés, 
Mme Suzan
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Swords made in woodworking 
class.

Carving Jack-o-Lanterns with Amber Class.


