
Message from the Board 

Spring has officially sprung, the birds are chirping, flowers blooming and baby animals are all around.  

The days are getting longer and excitement is brewing as each day gets warmer and brighter.  

Although this spring may be different than those of past we hope you are finding comfort in the 
familiarity of what is still the same.  

As you spend more time at home enjoying the simpler aspects of life, finding a new rhythm with your 
children and family, lean on the promise of days spent together again soon.  

We would like to take a moment to acknowledge the faculty, administration and students for their 
adaptability during this time and for pulling together to bring a fulfilling end to the school year.  

The board of directors at Edge Hill look forward to joining as a community soon; in the meantime stay 
well and nourished, and enjoy the beauty of our local area.  

Warmly,  

Jess Johnstone  

Head of Community Care and Outreach Committee, and Digital Marketing, on behalf of the Board of 
Directors. 

Grade 1 SunStone Class Student Drawings.

423281 Concession 6 Durham, Ontario, N0G 1R0   519-369-3195   www.edgehillschool.org   info@edgehillschool.org 

http://www.edgehillschool.org
mailto:info@edgehillschool.org
http://www.edgehillschool.org
mailto:info@edgehillschool.org


 
EDGE HILL COUNTRY SCHOOL MAY 2020

Class News 
	  
Lisa Early, 
Celina Hussey 

Kindergarten  

The Rose Quartz 
Kindergarten has not 
been in the classroom 
but that doesn’t mean 
children have stopped learning, for the home is 
the child’s first and most formative educational 
experience - it always has been and that hasn’t 
changed. With the tremendous support of the 
class families, the children continue to thrive at 
home like little seedlings each rooted in their 
part of the garden and being cared for and 
tended to so lovingly by their parents. Families 
have been receiving weekly e-mails with stories, 
songs, verses and activities to support them in 
this new endeavour. In return, we teachers have 

been gifted with little stories and snippets and 
photos from families’ experiences and this 
sharing has given us a real sense of connection 
with our community. Thank you! As we 
continue to support class families from afar, the 
Edge Hill ECE faculty are also busy preparing to 
move to our new location just down the road 
from the school. This monumental move has 
not been without its share of growing pains as 
we put down new roots. Coincidentally, the 
move has also run parallel with the celebration 

of 100 years of Waldorf education and, as we 
look ahead and plan and create this new space 
for the children, we look at this opportunity 
with a fresh vision for the future of Waldorf 
education. It is a time to re-evaluate our work, 
the pedagogy of Waldorf education, to ask 

ourselves how we best support today’s children. 
What is the essence of what we have 
traditionally embraced and love about our 
program and where can we grow and nurture 
new ideas and ways of being that will help our 
children thrive in today’s world? Just as we 
can’t expect little seedlings to be ready for life  
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outdoors right away, we must be willing to start 
small, to nurture and coax, to allow seedlings 
space and time to grow and strengthen; in time 
our new kinder “garden” will be ready. 

Marzena Cegys 

Grade 1 

In Grade 1 we have worked hard to maintain 
the rhythm of our main lessons. In our language 
arts we have focused on phonics, lower case 
letters and our oral stories curriculum. Playful 
stories of the little baby letters have made these 
lessons very endearing for me, as I have had the 
pleasure of watching my own daughter really 
thrive among her first written words and in the 
sound games that we play. Receiving pictures of 
main lesson pages has been wonderful. I can 
see our little class continuing despite the 
distance.  

In our math block we have focused on patterns 
of the four processes, rhythmic counting by 2s, 
3s, and 4s, multiplication tables, word problems 
and mental math journeys. We are working on 
riddle math letters. We have delved into 
pentatonic flute work. The children have been 

busy with crafts and handwork activities. It was 
special to see the mobile cards they made 
spurred on by one another.  

In all ways, I find that the intention of making 
something for one another makes all the 
difference. A simple correspondence with a 
classmate can make the work engaging, filled 
with humour, and finished with anticipation 
and joy.  

There are three reflections that resonate with 
me from this time.  

First: To plan special moments and create a 
sense of occasion. Maybe it’s as simple as a 
picnic planned with a story. Maybe it’s an 
evening bonfire with songs. Maybe it’s a 
shadow puppet show. Celebrations punctuate 
the time, they become place holders in our 
memory, they weave together the seasons, and 
they teach gratitude and joy for what we have 
and share. I think for each of our families in 
Grade 1, one such sense of occasion was the 
puppet shows that we created and performed.  

Second: Look to nature. There is a wonderful 
tireless teacher out there in nature - in the 
gardens, meadows and forests. Anything we do 
with our children outdoors, each moment we 
take, can become a wonderful learning 
opportunity. Recognise the mentor, the 
storyteller, and the guide that you are for your 
child.  
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Third: Hold the learning. A beautiful advantage 
of learning at home during this time is that as 
parents we can hold our children’s learning 
throughout the day. Math patterns can be found 
in the ways we chop and lay out vegetables on 
the cutting board. Geometry is in our tulip 
blossoms. Words can be written in sand and 
soil. Learning doesn’t have to be at the table. 
Play games. For my daughter, math comes to 
life through a correspondence with a little math 
gnome who leaves problems in a secret garden 
mailbox.  

We miss school. One day we will return. When 
we do, we will learn again among friends and 
from one another. For now we can meet our 
children uniquely one on one and we can take 
the time to focus on their interests and 
struggles in unconventional ways.  

  

  

Anna Gruda 

   Grade 2 

The Amber Class as well as all students at Edge 
Hill have been working at home since mid-
March. It has been an adventure and challenge 
to meet the student’s needs and their families, 
to suit each individual situation. Preparing 
math sheets, language arts work, form drawing 
and craft projects was the easy part. Getting 
them copied and delivered was, for me, being 
car-less, a barrier. The community came to the  
rescue and I thank Brian Searson and William 
Ciccocioppo for helping us out in this 
department. 

Having no idea when and if the children would 
return to school, I carried on with working with 
place values as 
applied to the four 
processes in math 
skills as well as 
copying and 
illustrating poems. 
When it started to 
feel we were in for 
a long haul, I 
began to introduce 
new work such as 
long division and 
word families, 
which we had just 
touched on in class.  

Many parents have shared stories of wonderful 
activities the children have been up to, creating 
their own zoos, building a “Toad Kingdom”, 
helping with the family garden. One student 
crafted a handsome sword, one a paintbrush 
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Student paintings

Student’s handwork project - strawberry children  
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utilizing her own hair. Another student, as 
pictured, created a crowd of twig people. 
Several craft projects required wool, which was 
not easily accessible. Luckily I had a giant 
tangle of wool I had brought home from the 
class, to untangle ‘some day’. It became a 
symbol of resourcefulness in a time of need. 

Many parents 
have sent 
pictures of the 
work 
accomplished 
and that 
always lifted 
my spirits. We 

did some 
letter writing 
to each other, 
back and 
forth, sharing 
jokes, 
drawings of 
rainbows, 
flowers and 
other signs of 
spring. 

I kept my promise to the children who 
celebrated birthdays in the past month and 
knitted their requested animals. In silence, 
working on the projects I mostly reflected on 
the child, their families and the class as a 
whole. 

I want to acknowledge how parents supported 
their children with their school work and also 
not doing their school work, by letting the 
children be in the mood of spring, free to 
explore the wonder of the sleeping earth 
waking up to warmth and light, drawing our 
senses outwards to receive the gifts of life. 

My self is threatening to fly forth 
Lured strongly by the world’s enticing light. 
Come forth, prophetic feeling, 
Take up with strength your rightful task: 
Replace in me the power of thought 
Which in senses glory 
Would gladly lose itself 
   - R. Steiner  

Brian Searson  

Grade 3 

There are moments in 
our lives, there are 
moments in our day, 
when we seem to see beyond the usual. Such are 
the moments of our greatest happiness. Such are 
the moments of our greatest wisdom.... It was in 
this hope that the arts were invented. Sign-posts 
on the way to what may be. Sign-posts toward 
greater knowledge. 
    - Robert Henri 
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Moonstone Class
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For a Waldorf teacher, there is always a feeling 
of great satisfaction and heartfelt joy when all 
that can be heard in a classroom is the sound of 
children's paint brushes swishing ever so softly 
across the paper. A mood of reverence embraces 
the room and all are engaged in the creative 
exploration of water and colour. The experience 

is something 
akin to a small 
flock of sheep 
grazing gently 
in the meadow 
on an idyllic 
summer's day. 

It is quite true 
that through 
colours we can 
give our most 
excited moods 
a peaceful and 
harmonious 
expression. 
However, if one 
uses colours 

only for self-expression, one never steps outside 
the magic circle of one's own inner life. But if 

one tries to 
enter selflessly 
into the 
language of 
colour, new and 
unlimited 
horizons open 
up. One’s inner 
life can be 
changed and 
enriched.   

The Grade 3 
paintings in this 
article are the 
result of various 
colour exercises 
worked with 
throughout our 
school year. 
Form was never 
the intention of 
our classes, yet 
often beautiful 
images would 
appear. 

Michelangelo once said, 
     "Art is a shadow of Divine perfection." 

Thank you for taking an interest in the 
children’s artwork. 
Stay well, 
Mr. Searson 
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Christina Schwarz  

Grade 4/5 

Thursday, March 5 was our class sharing day 
and the last day of “normal” school days. The 
Grade 4 students proudly displayed their Ice 

Dragon novel 
study booklets 
containing various 
types of 
paragraphs 
demonstrating the 
skill of reading for 
meaning. The 
Grade 5 class 
province projects, 
arranged on large 
pages of 
bristol board, were 
hung on the 

blackboard. That morning the final touches had 
been added and the presentations were worthy 
examples of their hard work and blossoming 
research skills. The students recited poetry, sang 
and played their recorders in parts and rounds, 
and performed movement exercises to verse 
and music. The theme was the Finnish epic The 
Kalevala and our most recent block on freehand 
geometry. The walls 
were as usual 
adorned with the 
student’s drawings 
and paintings for 
parents to admire. 
All left for the 
March break in 
satisfied high spirits. 

We did not return to class and remote learning 
has become the new normal. After a period of 
adjustment we have fallen into a routine. Each 

school-day morning I 
e-mail the day’s 
assignment. Twice a 
week we gather 
together virtually for 
ZOOM classes. I give 
lessons, share images, 
tell stories and read 
poems much as I may 
have in front of the 
class. Students share 
written assignments, 
poetry, and art. They 
share the extra 
experiments, art 
projects and activities 
that I’ve suggested to 
enhance the main 
lesson subject, which is 
botany. Most have taken on handwork projects 
and I’ve sent some new music to both sing and 
learn on the recorder. We have six pages 
remaining to complete our new main lesson 
books. I am very impressed with the calibre of 
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Sewing Projects at Home.

Students’ Main Lesson Drawings.
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the Turquoise students’ work and more than 
grateful to their parents for their ongoing 
kindness and support. I do look forward to the 
days we are able to return to our sweet 
classroom at the very back of the school. 

Lise Gunby 

Grade 7 

Significant change brings significant learning. 
Despite the sadness of not being able to check 
in with students on a daily live-school basis, I 
have been delighted and impressed by the work 
being done at home by the Lapis Lazuli class. I 
have also felt the same when families have 
shared their creative projects and activities 

while staying at home: baking, building, 
tending, growing, recording, exploring – 
sharing in ways that this strange time makes 
time for. It is a privilege to be a part of this 
work: trying to maintain connection, 
relationship, and the purposeful nature of 
learning and school work while also living into 
what this situation can offer. 

Lapis students have been completing their main 
lesson book on the Renaissance. I have told 
them how wonderfully they have demonstrated 
their skills, among them time management, 
organization, determination, artistry, and 
writing. The capacities they have gained in 
Waldorf schooling are evident in their work as 
they proceed from home. Included in their 
“home”work are free-choice activities based on 
the “7 da Vincian” principles. Students have 
researched inukshuks, speculated about life on 
another planet, written about making a maple 
syrup boiler, illustrated yoga poses, baked 
lemon pie, written about nature in the back 
yard, and even dug a very large hole (you have 
to see it to believe it!). Online group and 
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Students at Home doing Zoom Classes and 
Botany Main Lesson Projects.

Students School Work.
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individual meetings, occasional deliveries, and 
an online “classroom” platform which allows 
organized communication and interaction have 
made continuing our 
education together 
possible. We have also 
continued work with a 
novel study, math (Khan 
Academy, ixl, and 
deliveries as needed), a 
biographical essay 
about a Renaissance 
leader, watercolour 
painting, language 
practice, and – 
exquisitely and 
charmingly – musical 
performances. Emma, 
who is also missing our 
opportunity to perform 
our musical this school 

year, teamed 
up to present 
a big list of 
possibilities 
for musical 
sharing. We 
have been 
treated to 
recorded 
vocals, 
original 
compositions, 
information 
about singers 
(from John 
Williams to 
Beth 
Hamilton), 
recorder 
duets by 
parent and 
child, and 
piano 
pieces. Several students booked a zoom music 
lesson with Emma.  

As a teacher, one of the greatest rewards is 
seeing your students grow with independence, 

exploring and developing 
their gifts and 
potentials. This time has 
been inspiring in this 
regard. Thank you, 
students, and thank you 
so very much, families, 
for your extraordinary 
efforts and 
accomplishments. 

Following is a link to a 
song composed and 
sung by a student, Zoë.  
https://
edgehillschool.org/wp-
content/uploads/
2020/05/Gone.m4a
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Students School Work.

Students’ Activity and Creativity at Home.

Students’ Activity and Creativity at Home.


