
Message from the Board 

Each September we start a new school year with great anticipation and excitement. This year brought 
an added layer as many of our students, faculty, and families had not seen each other since March. 
Although things may look a little different this year, you could feel the added joy as each family drove 
up to school that first day of the 20/21 school year. Ms Lise and her students even greeted the children 
with signs thanking many of our community members who worked so hard over the summer to ensure a 
safe start for all; what a beautiful moment to 
witness.  

We welcomed many new families and faculty 
to Edge Hill this year and look forward to the 
days of gathering together again. Please help 
us welcome our new faculty and wish them a 
smooth transition into their daily rhythms. 
This year we have 3 new faculty joining our 
Kindergarten program. Mr Doug 
Vankoughnett, as lead in the Dandelion Class 
with Ms Rita Lefebvre assisting. Ms P.J. Dean-
Thornton is assisting Ms Lisa Early in the 
Violet Class. In our grades we welcomed Ms 
Renata Freibergova in Grade 1, Mr Paul 
Bilewicz in Grade 2, Ms Suzanne Glick in 
Grade 3, and Ms Jennifer Hicks in Grade 4.   

Our Kindergarten classes are now thriving 
over at our new Greenwood site and are 
enjoying having their own little piece of West 
Grey to call home. If you haven’t had a chance 
to see the property, it really is a magical little 
place full of all things kindergarten children 
enjoy: wildlife, mud, dirt, trees, and a 
beautiful classroom to name a few. A very 
large thank you to everyone involved in 
making this new space come together so 
wonderfully. 
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Our largest annual fundraiser, the Christkindl Market, had to be canceled this year. The fundraising 
committee was tasked with getting creative to raise the funds needed to support our operational budget. 
Thus our 1st Annual Online Auction was born. Our auction is now live and will run until December 5th, 
when we will be joining online for entertainment and final bidding. Please watch our Facebook page 
(https://www.facebook.com/EdgeHillCountrySchool/) for more information. As we have a large goal of 
raising $10,000, we would greatly appreciate your sharing it with your friends and family. There are 
some fabulous prizes that will be great additions to your holiday shopping. Please view and bid here: 
https://www.32auctions.com/edgehill. 

Lastly, we welcome our board of directors: Christina Schwarz, Lise Gunby, Mark Stovel, David Baines, 
Elisa Vander Hout, William Ciccocioppo, Ken Batten, Jon van Oostveen, Erik Koopman and Jess 
Johnstone for the 20/21 school year. Thank you to Elicia Vine, Annabel Drover, and Daniel Harris for 
their dedicated service to the board and Edge Hill, as their term was completed this fall.  

We look forward to another wonderful year of community and togetherness as we watch our children 
learn and grow. Thank you to all students, faculty, administrators, and community members who have 
worked together to ensure Edge Hill Country School continues to thrive and is a safe place for all to 
enjoy.  

Warmly, Jess Johnstone 

Fundraising and Social Media, on behalf of the Board of Directors. 

Class News 
	  

Lisa Early, 
Doug Vankoughnett 

Kindergarten  

The changing of the 
seasons has brought 
plenty of excitement and 
opportunities for play to the kindergarten over 

the past couple of weeks. Pumpkin day was a 
big hit with the children. After spending all 
week carving pumpkins, they arrived at school 
to lit jack-o'-lanterns. Our pumpkin soup snack 

was served directly from a hollowed out 
pumpkin pot. We also roasted and ate the seeds 
we had collected all week. With all the leaves 
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falling from the trees, we’ve created some 
beautiful crafts together and even enjoyed some 
friendly mischief in a massive pile of leaves we 
had raked. There’s never a dull day around the 
kindergarten.  

The Dandelions and Violets would like to send 
our heartfelt thanks to some kind and generous 
souls for their support. First, we would like to 
thank Cedar Down Farms for their ongoing 
contributions of delicious vegetables. They are 
thoroughly enjoyed by all. Next we would like 
to thank Aster Lane bakery for donating their 
wholesome bread to our program. Along with 
our carrots, it makes bread day a class favorite. 
Last, but certainly not least, we would like to 
thank Anneline Koopman. After generously 
donating her large collection of puppets, 
Anneline presented a puppet play of the 
“pancake mill” for the entire kindergarten. It 
was such an incredible gift for the children. 
Thank you all for sharing your magic with us. 

Our new lunch structure is almost complete 
thanks to the dedication and hard work of a few 
Class parents. Patrick Dorfman, Marc Lefebvre, 
Tsvete Medanov, and Jeff Boesch (and 
Foreperson Lisa) have been working the past 
couple weekends planning, picking up material, 
and building the seasonal lunch structure. This 
week (weather permitting) class parent Kaveh 
Aasaraai will be on site installing an infrared 
outdoor heater he has purchased to donate to 
our 
program. 
This infrared 
heater will 
provide 
some 
welcoming 
radiant heat 
while we 
eat! Thank 
you Ken 
Batten for 
also donating a door. 

Renata Freibergova 

Grade 1 

The combined Grade 
1/2 Lavender Class 
students were welcomed on their first day of 
the school year with the celebration of our Rose 
Ceremony. 
The 
students 
received a 
rose from 
the Grade 
8 students 
and their 
new 
teacher. 
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In the first three months we have covered three 
main lesson blocks: form drawing, language 
arts, and math. As we step into the advent 
season our new language arts is to learn about 
the magic of the vowels and their sounds and 
their eurythmy movement. 

In Grade 1, our stories are fairy tales and nature 
stories. Through these tales and stories, 
children are connected imaginatively to the 
greater world and how nature works. Through 
fairy tales, children are presented with an 
archetypal picture of the human being and 
experiences and challenges we meet on our 
journeys. The king, for example, can be 
understood as an image of each individual's 
spiritual essence, the I, or ego.  

Through bringing breathing with meditation 
into the children’s learning, alternating outer 
activity such as our nature walks with sharing 
children’s stories from their own observation in 
nature, we bring rhythm and new learning. We 
hug the trees, meditate, play games, model 

beeswax, share stories with our little classmate 
Gnome Sam, sing Michaelmas songs, enjoy 
lunch outdoors, finger-knit, make our own 
knitting needles, create lanterns, decorate our 
pumpkins, have a Halloween party, paint wet 
on wet using the prime colours, and make 
seasonal creations using leaves. 

I am very proud 
to share how 
beautifully the 
children 
confidently 
performed 
their first play 
at the 
beginning of 
the school year, 
a play about 
little animals 
living together 
and caring for 
each other 
until the bear 
comes to tear 
them apart. 
What is even 
more exciting 
to share is that 
the Lavender 
Class is 
working on a 
new play for Christmas time. 
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The Grade 1 and Grade 2 are enjoying recess 
time together. We also had the privilege during 
this pandemic time to join Mr. Joy playing 
ukulele and singing songs together by a bonfire. 
We love our Edge Hill School and we are 
looking forward to more adventures together in 
Grade 1. 

  

Paul Bilewicz 

Grade 2 

Since I began teaching 
part-time at the beginning 
of October and more 
recently full-time, there 
has been a significant 
opportunity in various ways for the formation 
of the newly independent Grade 2 class.  The 

Grade 2s 
have begun 
to move 
into new 
rhythms 
outside for 
morning 
circle and 
are 
establishing 
their own 
class culture 
in the smaller classroom of the main building.  

In the main lesson we started a language arts 
block, reviewing upper and lower case letters 
and exploring word families and consonant 
blends. Native American stories and animal 
fables were our sources. Jataka tales from the 
east have also been shared to complement the 
saint's stories from Europe. Short sentences are 
now flowing, along with imaginative drawing. 
Skipping has now become an integral part of 
the morning as well as movement with the 
times tables. Counting to 100, math word 
problems, and math games are part of our 
current math block. 

The afternoons have been a combined effort of 
painting, form 
drawing, craft-
making, and 
nature walks 
with Ms Renata’s 
Lavender Class. 
We also had an 
opportunity to 
celebrate a 
‘peace and light’ 
festival together 
with the creation 
of lanterns and a 
short walk with 
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candles taking us into the mood of winter with 
a light to lead the way. We are proud to 
announce our new class name, Borage; a 
medicinal flower that also imparts the qualities 
of courage. 

Suzanne Glick  

Grade 3 

Grade 3 has had a 
very dynamic 
start to the school year! We have been learning 
a great deal in a short time. From farming to 
building shelters, we have our daily immersion 
in counting, calculating, measuring, and are 
advancing literacy though word games, writing 
letters to other Waldorf schools, and rhyming 
speech exercises.  

Every 
morning 
while we 
are outside 
we create 
beautiful 
movement 
forms, 
play 
singing 
games, 
and 
explore 
social 
courtesies.   

Main 
lesson is 
rich with 
written text, colourful drawings, magical form 
drawings, and pictograms. Outside in the 
afternoons, during the Extra Lesson, we have 
created an earthworks maze, planted spring 
bulbs and winter wheat, and built a house from 
sticks and straw bales!   

We jump rope, rake leaves, and have designed 
our own adventure role-playing board game to 
bond and inspire us 
to work together.   

As we approach the 
end of the year, we 
prepare to learn 
about cultures 
around the world 
celebrating festivals 
of light. Our next 
upcoming main 
lesson will be about 
creation stories and 
studying the Hebrew 
stories. We will 
celebrate the holiday 
season in many 
beautiful ways. 
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Jennifer Hicks  

Grade 4 

Angelica Class 
did not learn 
class rules in September! Instead we shared our 
personal core values, agreeing on honesty, love, 
truth, inclusivity, respect, kindness, and courage 

to guide us as we 
learn and grow 
together. We studied 
addition, subtraction, 
and multiplication 
during our first main 
lesson block. Next, 
Grade 4 paddled 
through the story of a 
little canoe that 
journeyed across the 
Great Lakes. Paddle to 
the Sea by Holling C. 

Holling was the perfect story for our second 
main lesson block: Grammar. This older 
Canadian book sparked important 
conversations in our class about how language 
changes. It was also a perfect segue into our 
present focus of study: Local History and 
Geography. We have mapped our bedrooms, our 
classroom, our school campus, and the trip we 
each take to get from home to school. While we 
learn about maps, we are listening to accounts 
of family histories offered by local people by 

telephone. We 
investigate 
why, how and 
when different 
people 
immigrated to 
Ontario and 
the reality of 
First Nations 
people in this 
area. We 
consider what 
people did to 
survive in Grey 
County 
and across 
Ontario at 
different 
times in 
history. 
How local resources and land are used by 
people at various times becomes clear as we 
engage with real people and accurate historical 
accounts. Angelica Class is a vibrant group of 
bright, thoughtful 
students who are 
growing into 
their own unique 
personalities. We 
are blessed with 
a diverse skill set 
and common 
willingness to 
adapt through a pandemic to be our best selves. 
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Christina Schwarz  

Grade 5/6 

Outdoor learning has 
been a pleasure for the 
students and we are sad 
to see the weather turn cold and blustery, 
forcing us indoors. Luckily there is still a fair 
amount of outdoor recess time involving much 
jubilant running 
that covers the 
expanse of the 
schoolyard. The 
back building 
cohort gets 
along 
exceedingly well 
and it is a 
pleasure to 
watch them 
play. 

One of our first 
activities as a 
school was the 
Dragon Courage 
Storytelling Festival that saw each class share a 
story, poem, or skit. Yarrow Class students told 
an ancient Indian dragon story with each 
student memorizing a paragraph. They did 
great! 

Each 
student 
carved a 
pumpkin 
for 
Halloween 
with 
impressive 
creativity! 

For 
November 
11 the 
mood 
turned 
reverent 
and we 
have been 
working 
with the 
theme of 
“Peace and 
Light,” 
painting 
peace doves 
and singing songs and learning poems in which 
light overpowers the dark. Much of our main 
lesson embraces this theme. 

The Grade 5/6 Yarrow class has been studying 
Ancient Civilizations: India, Persia, 
Mesopotamia and, coming in the next few 
weeks before the winter break, Egypt. We 
linked the development of each culture to the 
geography of the region. Maps were drawn and 
painted. We gained insight through the legends, 
myths, and ancient verses of the peoples we 
study, leading us to see how humankind 
developed. With the study of the ancient 
cultures at this age, the students make a 
gradual transition from myth to history as each 
subsequent culture has more historical events 
woven in to the presentation. The emphasis is 
on how people lived, how they interacted with 
the land, and how they viewed their gods and 
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the order of 
the universe. 
Painting, 
form 
drawing, and 
the songs 
and verses 
that we 
memorized 
have 
supported 
this main 
lesson 
theme.  

During morning circle we look at a snippet of 
the lives of individual children from all over the 
globe: our “child of the day”. We have begun 
having spelling bees, which are fun. We play the 
recorder and sing outside when weather allows 
and have two songs 
learned fairly well.  
One is a four-part 
round and the other 
has a two-part 
interlude which they 
are mastering. Both are 
sung and played on the 
recorder. 

I am happy to say all is going quite well within 
our class group. The work the students are 
accomplishing is impressive and all seem quite 
content. 

Lise Gunby 

Grade 7/8 

The Sage Class, 
having finished a 
study of meteorology 
in main lesson, has been considering the theme 

of revolutions 
and other 
transformations 
in history. We 
began with a 
study of the 
history of Blacks 
in West Grey, 
Ontario, and 
Canada. A 
feature was 
visiting the 
Priceville Black 
Pioneer 
Cemetery: check 
out the NFB film, 
Speakers for the 
Dead, if you have 
an opportunity. 
We connected 
then to the 
American Revolution and then the French 
Revolution, considering the injustices and 
aspirations that led to unrest and insurrection. 
We considered the ideals of the Declaration of 
Independence and of the French Declaration of 
the Rights of Man. Students have been 
individually researching an historical or 
contemporary movement or activist of their 
choice. They have also been working in groups 
to design their own “utopias,” complete with 
declarations of their own. 

To complement our 
study of societal 
values and change, 
students are also 
reading and 
considering a 
selection of 
dystopian and 
utopian short 
stories. Studying 
utopian and 
dystopian ideas, 
one can hope, will 
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encourage 
the formation 
of realistic 
ideals. We 
are finding 
that needs 
and wishes 
are complex, 
that history 
tends to 
reprise itself, 
and that 
constructing 
our own 
vision is a 
large task! 

In mathematics we are working through 
parallel curricula, testing different approaches 
to math strands and algorithms. That is also a 
complex business. Welcome to Grade 8! 

And in handwork we are relaxing a little, 
revisiting various techniques of stitching and 
embroidery as well as working on a quilt as a 
group. If you have any nice fabric scraps, please 
send them along. At present we have three 
colour themes curated for three different quilts! 

We are missing Ivy among us, and carry her 
with us through our days while sending our 
most heart-felt wishes as she again undergoes 
treatment for cancer. We love you, Ivy! 

Myriam Legault 

French 

En français à Edge Hill! 

Teaching French to the children of Edge Hill has 
been a real pleasure. It’s been wonderful to see 
students grasp and remember French words 
and sentences, and use them among 
themselves. In 
Grades 1/2, have 
been focusing on 
learning the 
French words for 
colours, animals, 
numbers, days of 
the weeks and 
months of the 
year.  

In Grade 3, students are reviewing some of the 
vocabulary they learned last year and have 
begun grasping more complex sentence 
structures and vocabulary. We’ve been 
practicing verbs quite a bit, and it’s been great 
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to see the students able to understand how to 
talk about the past (“hier, j’ai regardé”) and 
present (“aujourd’hui, je regarde”) using French 
sentence structures.  

Our Grade 4 students seem to really love 
French! We’ve been having lots of fun exploring 
the past, present, and future tenses, and 
constructing our own sentences using 
vocabulary we’ve learned together. We’ve also 
enjoyed exploring the phonetic differences 
between French and English. Lots of 
enthusiasm here. 

In Grades 5/6 and Grade 7/8, we’ve been doing 
more bookwork and working on more complex 
verb conjugations in the past, present, and 
future. We’ve also written short biographical 
paragraphs inspired by French artists, and we 
wrote spooky menus for ordering Hallowe’en 
inspired food. We also made a little book of 
French proverbs. 

❤  
Support Edge Hill: Annual Giving Campaign  

Edge Hill Country School is thankful for support 
from its community! We wish to thank our 
skilled and caring faculty, our devoted school 
administrators, our bright and joyful students, 
our supportive families, and our many generous 
volunteers, donors and friends! It is thanks to 
you all that we are able to offer the very best 
education for our children while keeping tuition 
affordable.  

Our annual giving campaign runs at the 
beginning of each school year and it is critical 
in helping us meet our yearly fundraising goals. 
We invite you to participate in the campaign by 
making a donation to our school.  

Donations can be made in three ways: 
1) onlineathttps://edgehillschool.org/cash-  
donations/  
2) by e-transfer to info@edgehillschool.org  
3) by cheque to Edge Hill Country School, 
423281 Concession 6 Durham, ON NOG 1RO.  

How much you decide to give is entirely up to 
you. For donations received before the new 
year, your tax deductible donation receipt will 
be applicable to 2020. We receive all donations, 
regardless of amount, with respect and 
gratitude. 
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