
Message from the Board 

Spring is on its way!  

Isn’t it hard to believe we are already more than halfway through the 2019-2020 school year? Where 
has the time gone?  

The students have been enjoying the winter weather and all the fun that comes with snow! From 
sledding, winter camping, building snowmen, snow forts, tunnels, quinzees and more, the season has 
been thoroughly explored.  

A big thank you to everyone involved in keeping our school grounds safe and accessible. Many hands 
make light work and all of the days of snow and ice mean plenty of shovelling and sanding the paths.  

Our fundraising committee continues to be hard at work providing us with a wonderful selection of 
purchasing opportunities. I hope you have been able to take advantage of and enjoy these offerings. As 
always, thank you for your continued support of our fundraising efforts. Stay tuned for more great buys 
in the coming months: https://edgehillschool.org/support/ 

On behalf of Edge Hill and the Board of Directors, a huge thank you to the organisers of the Christkindl 
Market: Glencolton Farms and Symphony in the Barn. This much anticipated event continues to grow 
each year and brings much joy to our school and surrounding communities. We are very grateful to 
receive a $15,000 donation this year to add to our fundraising efforts. An event as grand as the 
Christkindl Market takes many hands to organize and execute. Thank you to our vast array of volunteers 
of school parents and community members. Be sure to save the date for the 5th annual Christkindl 
Market December 4th and 5th, 2020. I’m sure it will be the best yet!  https://
www.christkindlfarm.com/ 

Mayfair 2020 is quickly approaching and planning is underway. This year’s celebration will be held 
Saturday, May 30th from 11am-3pm. Mayfair is a beautiful festival enjoyed by everyone involved. Stay 
tuned for ways to get involved with making this year’s Mayfair a delightful success! Your time, skills, 
talents, and volunteerism are greatly appreciated.  

Are you following Edge Hill on social media yet? Catch the latest news on our Facebook page: https://
www.facebook.com/EdgeHillCountrySchool/ and, coming soon, Instagram.  

Like something we post? Wonderful, don’t forget to share the post so we can continue to bring light to 
the education opportunities at Edge Hill.  

423281 Concession 6 Durham, Ontario, N0G 1R0   519-369-3195   www.edgehillschool.org   info@edgehillschool.org 

http://www.edgehillschool.org
mailto:info@edgehillschool.org
http://www.edgehillschool.org
mailto:info@edgehillschool.org
https://www.facebook.com/EdgeHillCountrySchool/


 
EDGE HILL COUNTRY SCHOOL FEBRUARY 2020

Wishing everyone a safe and joyous March Break. 

Warmly,  

Jess Johnstone  

Head of Community Care and Outreach Committee, and Digital Marketing, on behalf of the Board of 
Directors. 

Class News 
 

	  

Lisa Early, 
Celina Hussey 

Kindergarten  

  

In the winter we bake bread again. We stir, stir, 
stir, then turn the dough out on to the table to 
knead. We sing a nursery rhyme as we work 
and enjoy the feel of the dough in our hands 
and the fun of working together. When the song 
ends the dough is moved along to the next 
baker. The use of song goes a long way in 
carrying us through what can otherwise become 
a challenging exercise in taking turns. 

Tuesdays we paint. The children take up their 
brushes and begin to wet their boards in 
preparation for the paint and paper. Wet-on-wet 
painting allows for a true colour experience. 
The paints move on the page. The focus is not 
on achieving a specific form or fine details. The 
experience is the colour itself. We are now 
blending two colours. It is a pleasure to watch 
the children as they observe the colours 
melding and changing. 
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Painting nourishes the life sense, as does the 
simple practice of lighting a candle or sharing a 
verse. Early in the winter season, inspired by 
the children, we wrote a new version of our 
lunch verse featuring snow! We sing it together 
daily with much joy, enthusiasm, and gratitude. 

For the soft, white snow, for the frosted window 
pane, 

For the icicles, and the snow drifts in the lane, 

For sledding, skiing, skating and snowboarding 
play, 

For all these things we're thankful, thankful every 
day. 

- Poem Written by the Rose Quartz 
Kindergarten Class 

Marzena Cegys 

Grade 1 

We left the old year in December with writing 
our first simple sentences, with seasonal stories 
and poems of Advent, of the magic of 
snowflakes and winter, and the anticipation of 
Christmas. One project which was very special 
for the children was making silk-ribbon 
embroidered pendants as gifts for their parents 
and grandparents. They worked diligently on 
these pendants, and then kept them safe and 
hidden until Christmas Day. They felt very 
proud of the delicate and focused work of their 
needles, ribbons and thread. 
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Wet-on-wet watercolour painting.
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The novelty of the New Year, of the new decade, 
echoed with many changes and events in Grade 
1 in January. We appreciated the work and 
friendship of a new student, Sophie, who was 
with us for one month. All three Grade 1 
students turned seven years old.  

Working with simple sentences, word families, 
and word games, the children have been 
writing and drawing pages from our adventure 
stories. We are in the midst of an old Russian 
tale of Konik Garbusek (The Humpback Horse). 
We see the oral story come to life in colourful 
pages and memorable phrases. 

In our drawings we have been working with 
drawing forms from negative space, which 
means that instead of drawing a white horse, 
the children have been drawing and leaving a 
white space for the horse to appear. These little 
mysteries and discoveries with crayons and 
paint are met with wonder. We have been using 
the technique of painting wet-on-wet, and 
working with layered wet-on-wet paintings.  

Seasonal songs and verses accompany our days. 
As one of our movement and musical activities, 
we have started jumping the singing rainbow. 
This exercise allowed the children to embody 
the melody of simple songs, physically feeling 
how the tones climb higher and lower. 
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Silk-ribbon pendants embroidered by Grade 1.

Drawing from story of Konik Garbusek.
Drawing of Sylvia’s 7th Birthday. 

Drawing and writing from The Cloud Spinner.
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In the festive mood of the Chinese New Year, we 
decorated our class window with origami 
balloons and dried oranges, folded and strung 
by the children. With Grade 2, we organized a 
festive parade with a puppet of the Chinese 
Dragon, enjoyed stories of the lunar zodiac, and 
celebrated with homemade maple popcorn. 
With musical instruments, pots and pans, we 
made quite a clatter - welcoming the Lunar 
New Year! Last week the students were busy 
preparing Valentines, and anticipating the 
annual teddy bear picnic. 

  

  

 Anna Gruda 

   Grade 2 

The Amber Class completed their work 
on The King of Ireland’s Son. They 
produced a beautifully illustrated 
version accompanied by sentences 
which we composed as a group. We 
created the book which students will 
use to practice reading skills.  

The beautiful language and complex narrative 
captured imaginations and was very 
challenging. 

We are now reading the story of Mr. Popper’s 
Penguins, which is quite different but delightful. 
Several superbly illustrated books are available 
in the classroom for weekly book time. Guest 
teacher Ms Karen 
dedicated a week 
to review phonics 
and we will 
continue this work 
in our skills 
classes. 
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Students in the Amber Class celebrated Chinese 
New Year by parading through the school with a 

giant dragon puppet. They sewed these for the year 
of the rat.

Musical rainbow activity.

Here are two samples of the King of 
Ireland’s Son Main Lesson book work. 
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We are progressing with our daily math sheets, 
working with all the four processes. Movement 
is focussed on the ‘number of the week’ We will 
continue up to the 12 times table. Working with 
numbers in the tens and hundreds has led to 
familiarity with place value. 

Several festive occasions have inspired our 
crafts and handwork, including rats for Chinese 
New Year and felt brooches for Valentine’s Day. 
The students have perfected the blanket stitch 
and side stitch. 

Our tradition for celebrating birthdays is that 
the students complete a piece of knitting and I 
make them an animal of their request. 
Here are two samples. 

Painting themes are also inspired by the season 
and festivals. After a month of cold wintery 
colours we have embraced vibrant colours as a 
contrast.  

Symmetry has been the theme in Form Drawing 
exercises and was applied to cutting numerous 
hearts which decorated the Valentine’s cards the 
students made for each other. With winter days, 
some harsh and some glorious, we sometimes 
have extra sliding time as a class. The 
exhilaration in the activity shows superb 
balancing skills and spatial awareness 
developing as students share the hill with 
classmates. 

Brian Searson  

Grade 3 

High winds white sky 
Wild birds do glide 
Tattered smoke fades 
Ember in the hearth moves like 
Life beginning 

Here in the midst of wintry days I ponder the 
dreariness of grey skies, the coldness of wind 
coming through an open door from outside and  
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Moonstone Class

On their birthday, Amber Class students receive a toy 
created from a piece of their own knitting. Ms Gruda 
completes their request by adding the missing bits.
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the promising white canvas of freshly fallen 
snow. It is a long season, one in which the 
colourful picture work of the children I teach 
offers refuge, comfort and inspiration to my 
soul. The images they create and the joy they 
take in doing so underlines the true value of  
Waldorf education and what it has to give. Put 
simply, it draws forth the best that is in the 
child's body, mind and spirit. Included in this 
article are pictures from our curriculum studies 
as well as some free drawings fully created by 
the children themselves. 

Over the past few months the class has learned 
to write in cursive script and are currently 
applying this newly developed skill in their 
main lesson book on shelters. It is an exciting 
time. A sense of personality is growing with 
every written line and stepping forward is the 
gentle realization that handwriting is uniquely 
one’s own and serves as a representation of 
who you are. The children are all working 
carefully to improve it. 

A number of the students returned from the 
Christmas holidays sporting a new watch on 
their wrists. We are gradually becoming 
proficient in the measurement of our day. We 
were fortunate to acquire three full sets of 
Waldorf readers and 
now have enough 
books to practise our 
reading as a class with 
everyone holding his or 
her own copy. Our 
addition and 
subtraction skills now 
include regrouping up 
to four digits. We have 
also been introduced to 
the concept of long 
division. One student happily pointed out to his 
classmates that 
dividing with 
numbers was the 
same as 
multiplying, only 
backwards. 
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And so we tumble down this path,  
cosmic beggars trading laughs, 
the scraps from the tables of the wise. 

Christina Schwarz  

Grade 4/5 

Before the winter break we had a sharing day to 
end the local geography and history block and 
impressed the parents with poems, movement, 
recorder songs and singing. Each student 
individually recited his or her own verse 
personifying a “part of speech”. The highlight 
was the presentation of beautifully rendered 
posters of their family tree compiled with the 
help of their families (thank you). Posters were 
embellished with drawings of flags and other 
pieces of significant family history. Also on 
display were research essays written on the 
lives of a local elder. The assignment was to 
interview an older person from the community 
to discover both similarities and differences 
between their own lives and the lives of their 
subjects.   

What a wonderful learning experience with 
public relations, note taking, composition and 
presentation skills exercised. I especially 
enjoyed discovering the childhood and personal 
thoughts of some of the local people I’ve known 
at a distance for many years. We all snuggled in 
before the break and added seasonal crafts, 
wintery songs, special gift making and reading 
from the big bag of holiday books to our regular 
studies. 

The Turquoise Class students returned after 
their holidays and seemed to me much larger 
and also older in demeanor and seemed happy 
to be back at school. Our new block was a 
language arts block based on the Finnish epic 
The Kalevala.  We worked on various writing 
skills both in groups and individually. Paintings 
and drawings reflected the deep creativity of 
these stories.  

Our present block is 
freehand geometry, a math 
block. We looked to the 
heavens to find the origin 
of angle measurement and 
walked a circle to feel and  
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see where its rays would lead. It is satisfying to 
notice the 
will and 
attention 
the 
students 
are 
putting 
into their 
work. 

What fun we all had at our first, hopefully 
annual, Valentine’s dance! 

The students are so looking forward to their 
drama block coming up. They are already 
practicing the songs every week with Emma 
and they sound amazing. The classroom is often 
abuzz with 
anticipatory talk 
of costumes and 
acting ideas.  

Lise 
Gunby 

Grade 7 

The Lapis Lazuli Class counted in the new year 
with a math block. Welcome, algebra! The 
students are developing a bigger sense of 
problem-solving and the thinking processes that 
make mathematical achievement stronger and 
broader. Here was one morning’s warm-up 
exercise, for example: What do you notice? 
What do you wonder? Let’s discuss. 
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We worked with open-ended questions, “rich” 
questions, biographies of mathematicians, and 
just plain old practice on concepts old and new. 

Our math block has given way to another block 
that asks students to deepen their skills and to 
observe the world – and themselves – with 
more awareness. They are becoming more 
perceptive about how language makes its 
magic, through diction, imagery, metaphor, 
symbolism, and many other intricacies. Grade 7 
is in many 
ways a year of 
rebirth: in 
mathematics, 
language, 
sciences, and 
the 
Renaissance 
itself.  

One morning we heard Middle English read 
(Chaucer’s “Prologue” to The Canterbury Tales).  

Another morning we trusted in the fortuitous 
and tried some newspaper poetry (see below). 
The students 
also have been 
writing poetry, 
prose, and short 
fiction. 

In handwork, 
students have 
finished sewing 
dolls. They 
turned out 
beautifully. 
Some students 
made two. We 
also were 
grateful to have Ms Marzena come in to teach 
us some ribbon embroidery. 
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A main lesson rendering of Chaucer.

Two 
dolls!

Two more dolls!
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The winter has seemed bright and warm with 
the Grade 7 group. In particular we have 
enjoyed gathering with the Turquoise Class to 
learn the (rather complex) songs for the 
musical that we will be presenting April 30. 
Many thanks to Emma Fuller – and singer/
pianist Dylan Irving – for being so dedicated to 
musical quality. And to celebrate Valentine’s 
Day, we held a dance with Ms Christina’s class. 
The students organized food and music, and the 
event was . . . just really fun! 

 Suzan  
 Plumstead  

 French 

Le français à Edgehill School, février 2020 

During the season of Noël all classes sang Vive 
le vent (Jingle Bells) with bells and played a 
game with noël vocabulary. Gifts of cards, tea, 
candles, ornaments and chocolat were very 
much appreciated. Christmas is truly one of my 
favourite times of the year. 

Classe d’Ambre et Pierre de soleil 
Our opening verse is Bonjour au soleil and the 
children chant to inspire movement and 
routines throughout the class. Singing songs 
and games like Jamais on n’a vu vu vu la queue 
d’une souris dans l’oreille d’un chat, and 
practicing prepositions and body parts while 
hiding la petite souris. The active song Jouer au 
hockey has the children learning about winter 
clothing and having fun at the arena. Ms. Gruda 
likes to play “Quelle heure est-il M. Loup?” 
while the children practice counting to 15. We 
are practicing our story and play about Les 3 
petits cochons; it includes repetitive vocabulary, 
fun actions and a familiar story. Bingo with 
farm animals, colours with numbers is always a 
favourite game for the children. 
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Grade 3 is having fun with  
les 3 petits cochons play.
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Classe Pierre de lune 
We are talking about the date and weather of 
the day. The children are starting to memorize 
the 3 petits cochons play with the simple 
puppets we made. The grade 3 children are 
always learning new songs; currently we are 
focusing on winter, snowman, hockey, 
prepositions and actions throughout the class. 
This class loves to play “Roche, papier, ciseau, 
tire”! 

Classe Turquoise 
We use opening and closing verses like 
Bonhomme de neige, and recently “Chacun 
suit son astre à lui”. The students diligently take 
part in spoken and written exercises about the 
family members; we are engaging in beginning 
reading activities of familiar phrases in our 
Having Fun with French work book. At times 
the children have the chance to play card games 
like Dutch Blitz and counting activities to 100 
and beyond en francais. Classe Turquoise enjoys 
French learning! 

Classe Lapis Azuli 
Our class often starts with the date, weather, 
and opening verse. The students are just 
finishing a mini unit on weather. Last December 
we studied Jacques Cartier and his 
contributions to Canadian history. We use a 
Cool Cahier as reference and for activities about 
common expressions, grammar and verb 
conjugations.  

We've been playing with verbs of movement in 
the past tense that use être, like, “je suis 
tombé /I fell” instead of “j’ai tombé”. Our 
occasional game favourites are Loup Garou and 
crokinole. Currently I am handing out and 
collecting tickets when the students speak 
French well, “J’ai bien parlé en français” worth 
5 points each and we are counting them at the 
end of class with a random draw and a highest 
individual ticket count being rewarded with a 
visit to the treasure box. The students are 
participating more consistently and bravely 
using their spoken French learnings more 
frequently. 

Amitiés, Mme Suzan 

Join Us! 

What kind of education would you like for your 
kids? Small classes, a holistic approach, and a 
healthy learning environment? Don’t dream 
about it. Join us! Contact us at 
info@edgehillschool.org to find out more or to 
book a tour.
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Grade 4/5 class is progressing nicely with 
spoken and written French.


