
Message from the Board 
     What a year it has been! We would first like to thank Jess Johnstone for all her work and energy 
on the board this year, as she has stepped down from her position at this time. We would like to 
thank Jessica Stovel and the rest of the fundraising committee (Tamara Brook-Allred, Jess Johnstone, 
Heather Lang, Stephanie Lefebvre, Allison Villa and Elicia Vine) for the overwhelming success of the 
online auction that took place in December.  It was you, the members, along with extended family 
and friends who allowed us to raise more than $10,000 for the school.  

     We would also like to thank all the faculty and administration for their efforts and the extra Zoom 
meetings to keep abreast of the ever-changing environment of running a school in a pandemic.  As 
Spring approaches, the warm weather is always a catalyst for change and renewed spirits, as this 
winter has felt particularly long for many. We would like to send our gratitude for all your efforts, 
doing what you can to keep the school environment as nourishing as it can be for our children. 

     As we move into the latter part of the school year the board members will continue to represent 
the school to the best of our abilities, and we always welcome feedback from you. 

In gratitude, 

David Baines 
Co-Chair and Finance Committee 
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Class News 
	  

Lisa Early 

Kindergarten 

  

“Children who live in an atmosphere of love and 
warmth, and who have around them truly good 
examples to imitate, are living in their proper 
element.” 

- Rudolf Steiner, The Education of the Child 

Our return to school after the winter break was 
met with plenty of enthusiasm as we settled 
into yet another new routine.   One constant we 
can depend on this year has been our extended 
time outside in nature.   As the children run and 
play and experience all seasons and all weather 
they are constantly becoming more self-reliant 
and resilient and better able to cope with the 
constant changes we are all experiencing at this 
time in the world.  I don’t think I’ve ever seen a 
day that the children have not immediately 

immersed themselves in imaginative play 
outside.  Our circle time has been a snowy 
winter  theme with some traditional folk 
dancing and a journey through an obstacle 
course around the playground.  Some of the 
older children help by setting up ladders, teeter 
totters and bridges.    

We’ve moved 
our 
woodworking 
table inside for 
the winter and 
we eagerly 
began sanding 
different 
varieties of 
wood.  We have self-directed finger knitting 
experiments, and some children have designed 
their own knitting patterns by using multiple 
fingers and are now teaching their new 
techniques to friends.   For Valentine’s Day we 
had our traditional Teddy Bear Picnic and the 
children watched a puppet play of Bitty Bunny 
and Missy Mouse, two friends who go in search 
of the perfect gift for one another.  This week 
the children heard the tale of Little Red Cap 
followed by a puppet play. 
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Renata 
Freibergova 

Grade 1/2 

As the Winter Solstice approached, we began a 
new language arts block introducing the 
vowels. During this time the Lavender Class 
Grade 1 celebrated this special season together 
with Grade 2, with many joyful and festive 
activities. One of them was a lovely 
performance of the Children’s Play “Candles” 
and the Winter Spiral. Each child was invited, 
one at the time, to receive an apple lantern and 
carry it along the evergreen spiral path.  

After the holiday break in January, we started 
our Lavender Class online learning via Zoom 
calls. It was our first experience using this 
virtual method of learning. Each student had 
met with me on a weekend in early January 

and received a package 
of materials and 
supplies to use at 
home.  Through fairy 
tales and stories, 
children practised 
counting by 2s, 3s, 4s, 
5s, and 10s. Form 
Drawing, meditation, 
painting, modeling 
with beeswax, 
handwork, and going 
on our nature walks 
are continuous in class 
lessons. We are now 
starting a new 
language arts block 
with lower case letters.  

  

The children listened 
to a story about Saint 
Valentine and we had 
our own celebration of 
love, kindness, and 
friendship in a 
Valentine’s Tea Party 
filled with laughter, with goodies, and the 
lovely herb 
mint tea 
delivered 
by one of 
our 
generous 
Lavender 
Class 
parents.  
The 
children 
worked on 
their 
Valentine’s 
cards for 
families 
and 
friends 
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and on several new projects completed with 
much love. 

  

PJ Dean-
Thornton  

Grade 3 

Nettle Class' 
intrepid band of 
third-graders 
has come along 
over many changes, meeting their new teacher 
via Zoom for a few weeks, their personalities 
already glimmering through the screen...we met 
a bit more at wonderful, albeit chilly outdoor 
home visits!   Then the class finally returned in-
person to a much-changed room of just five 

students in these exceptional times. It has been 
an exciting time for me to get to know parents 
and bond with these amazing children! 

It has been a 
mid-winter of 
deep, soft 
snow and 
many sunny 
days lighting 
up our 
classroom.  
The Nettles 
have been 
abuzz with 
intent and 
vigorous 
academic 
games to 
bolster our 
foundations, 
taking full advantage of being inside more and 
of some extra classroom space to enact concepts 
of time, math facts, spelling patterns, and more 
complex math operations. We have delighted in 
bringing back the gnomes who proved to be 
dear old friends still, who can make sense of 
carrying, borrowing, and long division!   I have 
been impressed with the level of hearty striving 
the children bring as we focus much of our time 
expanding on math and literacy skills. 
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The children have taken to the outdoors for the 
collective vocal experience of singing rounds, 
and are warming up to their new soprano 
recorders out there, too, no matter the 
weather....It can be done!    

Valentines Day 
brightened all 
of February, and 
we discussed 
how the people 
surrounding us 
create the 
"fabric" of our 
lives...how with 
the addition or 
absence of one 
person, we 
adjust the 
"constellation" 
of our group to 
become a 
wholeness...much like a hanging mobile.  And 
we made beautiful, ornate letters of the 

childrens' initials 
and made our 
own hanging 
mobile with them!  
This, plus 
pyjamas, stuffies, 
pancakes and 
treats made for a 
cozy classroom 
celebration, 
indeed! 

The children have 
brought in 
stunning shelter-
models that they 
built at home over 
the break!   
"Technology" 
means "the study 
of technique"!  
Just making a 

simple tool such as a piece of cordage is an 
essential early technology of the human hand 
creating home upon the earth.   The Nettle 
Class has a line-up of activities in store, as we 
bring this journey to life for ourselves.  Alexis 
Burnett graciously worked with us to 
experience fire-making with the bowdrill and 
the hand-drill methods.  Such a lovely fire-circle 
warmed the courtyard, and we wrapped and 
roasted bannock on sticks in the snow! 
    
The mood of the Old Testament stories is upon 
us, and we expect this block to carry us to 
longer days and whispers of Spring. 

Jennifer 
Hicks  

Grade 4 

Like most other classes all over our country, 
Grade 4 met on Zoom for several weeks of 
morning lessons. Using Norse-based packs of 
photocopies picked up at the school, parents, 
students and teacher cooperated to successfully 
complete Norse Myths Block with at-home 
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work. Once we returned to campus, Angelica 
Class worked hard to use skills they had been 
polishing at home to meet higher expectations. 
Our first drama can be heard, Radio Play style, 
on Instagram @woodchuckandbrush or on my 
Facebook page. It was thrilling to be together to 
combine our voices and special sound effects to 
create this dramatization of Iduna’s Magic 
Apples. We plan to offer a second one soon. 

Students completed their first work of writing 
with correct grammar, form and spelling and 
based on their own imaginative construct. 
These were presented orally and written neatly 
using our best efforts. This marks a turning 
point for Grade 4 from teacher-directed copy 
work to forming personalized notes. Students 
rose to the challenge of this task without stress, 
proving that they are ready to take more 
control of their main lesson book pages. I am 
very proud of Grade 4 students for this 
accomplishment. 

Despite the cold and snow we continue to enjoy 
morning movement, math and recitation 
outdoors, ensuring that we all have three 
adequate breaks from working inside. Holding 
fast to our original core class values: honesty, 
respect, love, kindness, courage, forgiveness 
and inclusivity - Angelica Class maintains an 
ability to move forward with smiles everyday! 

Christina Schwarz  

Grade 5/6 

The Yarrow students have 
been busy with a variety of 
educational experiences of late. After 
completing an intensive fractions and decimals 
block with Ms Christina they moved to Ancient 
Egypt with 
guest 
teacher 
Troy 
McConnell. 
A good 
portion of 
this block 
involved 
individual 
research 
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projects which were presented before the 
winter break.  Fractions and decimals were 
continued in math skills class with a new 
workbook to practice the concepts learned. The 
winter break was extended and then I returned 

to teach the class 
remotely. It was 
lovely to be back 
with my students 
even if only on 
the Zoom screen. 
We were now 
studying 
Canadian and 
North American 
geography and 
again there were 
research projects 

to work on. Each online morning main lesson 
began with a story from the legends of the 
indigenous peoples living in the region being 
studied. In afternoon online classes there were 
guided painting classes and soap carving as well 
as poetry writing and more stories. The 
students wrote opinion paragraphs and shared 
their main lesson progress with each other. I 
would meet each student individually twice a 
week and it was always a pleasure to see how 

they were 
getting on 
and to 
sometimes 
be given a 
tour of 
their 
special at 
home work 
spaces. At 
this time 
students 
also worked 
on a novel 
study with 
chapters to 
read and 
various 

reading comprehension paragraphs to write. 
Remote learning ended after three weeks and 
the students went happily back to school to 
finish the block with guest teacher Paul 
Bilewicz. They presented their province and 
country projects to their classmates and the 
Sage Class were guests as well. I was able to 
join via zoom for a few presentations and all 
seemed to be happy and upbeat in the class 
with students prideful of their 
accomplishments. This week there began a 
geometry block that continues forward from 
last year’s geometry main lesson. It will include 
some more complicated geometric form 
drawings using tools which advances beyond 
the freehand forms created thus far. I am 
continuously amazed at the quality and 
creativity of the drawings my students produce. 
Hopefully the school year will continue with the 
Yarrow classmates together at school remaining 
happy and healthy. 

Lise Gunby 

Grade 7/8 

The Sage Class has 
kept the frozen days of 
midwinter bubbling 
with kitchen chemistry as our main lesson 
block. We finished off our study of physiology 
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with “out of the box” portraits (example from 
Nowlan, below) and then moved on to the 
mysteries of atomic life, that vast unseen 
universe all around us. We tested for sugars and 
starches, made peanut brittle and caramels and 
tapioca pudding, chewed on celery (cellulose), 
made a grand attempt at pavlova, and played 
with oobleck after sharing the Dr. Seuss story. 
We also put due diligence into the chemistry of 
food in our main lesson books, and students 
each created beautiful and informative 
brochures about the elements. 

Our next block will be world geography and 
modern history. We will look at the world’s 
different regions in terms of physical and 
cultural features and, after completing our 
journey through history since Grade 1 with the 
twentieth century, will further an understanding 
of social studies as a way to interpret the past 
and think into the future. To quote Barack 
Obama: “The study of geography is about more 
than just memorizing places on a map. It's 
about understanding the complexity of our 
world, appreciating the diversity of cultures 

that exists across continents. And in the end, it's 
about using all that knowledge to help bridge 
divides and bring people together.”    

A highlight of our distance learning early in 
January was a haiku challenge. Each student 
posted (more or less!) 12 haiku each. These 
were fabulous and wise, a humbling and 
inspiring reminder of the depth and beauty of 
the young teen’s mind. Here are a few: 

Charlie’s Haiku 4 
Years and centuries past  
Words said again and again   
We now should gather 

Ella’s Haiku 4 
The rhythm of the sea 
Orcas basking in moonlight 
Mountains dripping dawn 

Zoë’s Haiku 2 
Romanticizing  
Creates false realities  
I recommend it 

Alessandro’s Haiku 1 
Walking through the woods  
Snow shoes, skis tired trudging 
Frozen lake sparkling. 

Emmett’s Haiku 3 
Hands in the air 
Something big is happening  
Out of my control 

Sophie’s Haiku 4 Maddy (my horse) 
Black and white flashes. 
Breathing beauty into fire  
Ferocious heaven 

Jelena’s haiku 6  
Memories sought out 
Are stories in the mind’s depths 
On the waves of time 
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Valentine’s Day was shared with our cohort 
sweethearts, the Yarrow Class. We had a card 
exchange and a games afternoon. We also 
shared nature study and kitchen chemistry, with 
thanks to Satya who brought in sap to boil into 
maple lollipops made in the snow. 

In handwork, students are reprising cross-stitch 
and/or making quilts. Zoe had some help from 
her friends to make a present for her mother’s 
birthday (see below). 

Our most recent painting blazed some light 
through the winter: 

On a heartbreaking note, we send out love to 
Meghan and Ivy. Ivy, our beautiful and much-
missed Grade 7 student. She has struggled for 
many years with cancer. We send all the light 
and love we can muster to this wonderful girl 
and her magnificent mom. 

❤  
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With Gratitude 

Edge Hill Country School is thankful for support from its community! We wish to include a BIG thank 
you to Aster Land Bread for their generous weekly donation of bread to kindergarten program, and 
Cedar Down Farms for donation of delicious carrots for our weekly snack. We receive all donations 
with so much respect and gratitude.  

On Thursday February 11th, after school closed for the day, Ian and Nadia Reece came for a tour of 
the property and to donate several commemorative plates, artwork and a flag that his father had kept 
all these years as the previous owner of Edge Hill School. Ian's father Terence Reece purchased the 
school in 1967 after it was no longer in use as a public school and their family used it as a cottage in 
the 1970s and early 1980s. Ian shared many 
memories of running around the neighbourhood 
back in those days, including walking a long way 
up the very narrow, almost impassable Rocky 
Saugeen road to the best swimming spot in the 
area! In 1986 the family was approached and 
asked if a school could be re-opened in the 
building, and they were so happy to have it being 
used as a school again that they donated the use 
of the building from 1986 until the school was 
eventually sold to us in 1990. Terence Reece is 
soon to be 95 years old and we are told he is so 
pleased to know that his beloved building is still 
being used as a school house today, as he was so 
careful and determined to maintain the original 
structure and details, such as the decorative metal 
ceiling tiles, light fixtures and windows. We are 
grateful to the Reece family for their generosity 
and interest in our continued well-being!
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