
Message from the Board 
     As rainy April becomes a distant memory and the sunny May days bring lovely warmth and 
summer apparel, we can feel another school year is on the cusp of closing. We had all hoped to spend 
our spring term together at school this year, after being home last year, and there is only a hope that 
we will be together in person before the end of the school year. No end-of-year plays have been 
scheduled, no May Fair this year, and no playing together outside for hours on end; we are sad to 
spend another spring apart. 

A huge thank you to Edge Hill’s amazing and resilient faculty who have jumped into and out of in-
class and online teaching this year, going above and beyond to keep their classes together and 
thriving throughout this topsy-turvy year! Thank you to our students who have been flexible and 
determined this year, and a joy to teach! 

Also a big congratulations to our excellent administrators who have kept Edge Hill running 
seamlessly throughout the craziness of this covid year! We couldn’t do it without you! 

As Edge Hill continues to grow, the board has been busy looking into possible options for expansion. 
Vacant land or land with existing 
buildings is being considered. Edge Hill 
wasn’t successful in acquiring land 
nearby this spring, but is excited to 
continue looking for the perfect place to 
call our forever home, which would 
allow us to grow and thrive for decades 
to come! 

Wishing you all a wonderful summer of 
fun and laughter!  

Marlea Gray,  
On behalf of the Board of Directors  
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Class News 
	  

Lisa Early 

Kindergarten 

  

Oh how slowly, oh 
how slowly, 

Comes the snail 
along his track. 

Seven days he takes 
to travel 

Just a little way and 
back. 

Oh how slowly, oh 
how slowly, 

Through the grass 
he makes his trail- 

Gracious! I would 
run much faster 

If I were a snail. 

This year we celebrated our first St. Patrick’s 
Day as a class.  Children 
delighted in sewing little 
leprechauns as we anticipated 
warmer spring days ahead. As 
part of our celebration they 
watched a puppet play of a 
witty little leprechaun who 
saved his treasure from a 
human.  We also enjoyed and 

were surprised to be served bright green tea for 
snack that day!   

Before we left for spring break the children had 
been making 
their own 
sailboats from 
birch and 
basswood 
branches we had 
cut.  When we 
turned our 
attention to 
remote learning 
we continued 
working on our 
little sailboats at 
home.   

Since April, 
every two weeks 
the children 

have received a distance learning package with 
new craft activities and natural materials along 

with seasonal spring and 
summer stories.  One of our 
latest stories was about 
some hungry snails coming 
to eat the lettuce in a 
family’s garden.  This story 
inspired a snail weaving 
craft.   
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Renata Freibergova 

Grade 1/2 

As they do in every new 
season, Lavender Class students also welcomed 
SPRING, feeling grateful for being able to get 
outside every day and spend longer times 
exploring the wonders and magic of the early 
spring blossoms and the warm fresh air.  

Every student made a “My Nature Journal” 
book. Every time after a new observation on 
their nature walks using all their senses and 
feelings, they are journaling through their own 
drawings with short written sentences about 
their present moments connected with nature.  

During Easter time and several children's 
birthday celebrations, the Lavender Class made 
many new creations and acknowledged each 
other by spending beautiful fruitful time 
together, 
continuing 
during this 
lovely school 
year full of 
changes. 

After spring 
break in 
April, when 
we again 
returned to 

distance learning, 
the children 
enthusiastically 
dived into online 
learning about 
word families, sight 
words, writing, 
reading of known 
verses and lines 
from the stories, 
translating math 
stories into 
equations, activities 
deepening practice 
with the four 
processes, 
movement and 
songs, and mental math practice.  

Introducing how to play their pentatonic flutes 
via online 
learning, 
form 
drawing, 
painting, 
using 
beeswax and 
reciting 
beautiful 
verses have 
been a 
beautiful 
experience for all of us. All students work hard, 
knowing how to count, writing simple words 
and reading them, and recognizing every 

consonant 
and vowel, 
gaining 
more 
wisdom 
from sharing 
their own 
show and 
tell and 
listening to 
the stories. I 
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feel that the Lavender Class students are ending 
each school day with smiles inspired by all their 
wonderful achievements in their first and 
second year of school. Here is our closing verse 
for the day: 

All my doing has now ended 

What I have learned may rest 

When I have done my very best 

Wisdom and love and power will grow 

And I will bless all the people I know.  

PJ Dean-
Thornton  

Grade 3 

Nettle class thoroughly enjoyed a good spell of 
life in the classroom before we all headed home 
for online classes 
after April Break! 

As the mud 
wrestled with 
the ice for 
spring’s arrival, 
purple crocuses 
popped up all 
around the 
playground! The 
children bonded 
closely, making 
tree forts in the 
cedars and 
playing games 
of Capture the 

Flag, Manhunt, and 
basketball on the bare 
patches! 

We took Circle 
outside, singing 
hearty rounds while 
keeping the rhythm 
hopping log stumps or 
winding in 
lemniscates. The 
students practised 
handstands, tricky 
hand-clapping games, 
and jumped-rope... 

Inside we worked 
away at math facts 
swinging a weight 
strung from the 
ceiling toward cans on the chalkboard ledge 
that revealed if the answer was correct! Other 
times we learned by tossing beanbags into a 
basket held at the ceiling by a pulley 
counterweight...and the collective effort finally 
brought the basket down! 
 
The Nettles did a robust chapter of studying 
money-
counting skills, 
playing money 
bingo, running 
our own 
rotating “shop” 
of classroom 
staples, 
childrens’ 
shoes, bottles 
of hand 
sanitizer...you 
name it, 
trading spots 
as cashier and 
customer until 
the budget 
was 

 4

The classroom ‘shop’‘Wrecking Ball’ math lessons, 
class pet, and leaf compass

In class projects: sprouting 
peas and oil lamps
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spent...fortunately all items found their 
way back so we had continuous inventory! 
Our Grand Finale was a Brownie Sale at 
the roadside, chock full of our 
measurement studies as well. The children 
took the job into their own hands and 
handled it capably! 

The children continued working as the 
math gnomes they still adore in the Place–
Value Forest, which enabled them to 
master multi-digit addition, subtraction, 
multiplication, and long-division. From 
there, we looked into parts of a whole, 
having a quick peek at the tinier and tinier trees 
on the other side of the decimal (this helped 
with money)... and headed over the hill to learn 
some very key foundations of fractions. 

We welcomed five inquisitive and engaging 
critters into our room and set up a wonderful 
house for them (see picture to meet one little 
friend!) 
The Nettle Class 
honoured the air in 
March, and the water 
in April. We made 
pinwheels, handmade 
soap from wood ash 
and fat, and planted 
snap peas before we 
had to part ways.  
Making these 
beautiful ancient 
Hebrew oil lamps 
closed our studies of 
the Old Testament. 
Since we have been 
online at home, we 
have had some help 
from our acrobatic 
stuffed animals to stay 
active in “class”, taken 
the opportunity to 
practise recorder 
(without freezing 

fingers), and worked vigorously on trying to 
pack in all the learning we want to do before 
year’s end! 

We have launched into a Measurement Block 
recently, and the children have stewarded clock-
making near their own homes, from setting up 
shadow sticks in order to find the 4 directions 
to testing out new sundials to measure time. We 
will continue with stories and experiences of 

distance and length, weights 
and measures, and 
temperature, leading into 
geometry basics of area, 
perimeter and volume. 

Meanwhile, literacy skills 
expand daily. We have 
completed all phonics patterns 
and are free to explore 
dictionaries, abbreviations, 
contractions, plurals, prefixes 
and suffixes, and all the HARD 
WORK of budding readers and 
writers! 

We are truly blessed to have 
this diligent and happy group 
of 3rd Graders, soon to be 4th 
Graders!!! 
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The Brownie Sale!

Shadow stick and sundial projects at home
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Jennifer 
Hicks  

Grade 4 

Angelica Class has been studying Human and 
Animal throughout the current lockdown.  

We meet once or twice a day to work with At 
Home Packs full of worksheets, manipulative 
and art material, and animal related surprises. 
Via Zoom we explore habitats, play educational 
games, work through 
art or craft activities, 
learn about animal 
species and compare 
them to humans and 
listen to related 
stories, sometimes 
read by Miss Jennifer’s 
mom!  

Steve Giles visited 
from the Ministry of 
Natural Resources to 
tell us about his work 
related to local water 
and shoreline habitats. 

Other days 
some egg 
laying or 
four legged 
friends have 
visited with 
great 
explanations 
about their 
behaviours 
offered by 
students!  

Main lesson 
books for 
this block 
are well 
underway 
with unique 
illustrations, 
verses and Venn diagrams. Individual project 
work starts next week. These individual projects 
will allow each student to present on a topic of 
their personal interest in one animal. We’re all 
looking forward to this opportunity to showcase 
skills learned all year long! Zoom attendance by 
all family members is welcome!  
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Using bird whistle candies from the At Home Pack 
and noticing how our family pets reacted!.

Main Lesson Book Work

Everyone wrote and read an animal 
short story highlighting cause and 

effect in the natural world.
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Christina Schwarz  

Grade 5/6 

Happily at school with their 
classmates, before the April 
break, the Yarrow Class 
students filled their books with beautiful 
geometric forms, drawings of the Greek gods 
and writing assignments based on the Greek 
myths. Thank you Paul Bilewicz for 
guiding the students so well and 
keeping them inspired to work hard 
and do their best.  

When the break was over it was back 
to remote learning. We reviewed the 
metric system of measurement. 
Students collected lists of data from 
items found in their homes and 
measured by volume and by weight and noted 
how these items were packaged. They then 
used those lists to find the average, mode, 

median and 
mean. 
Students 
wrote an 
opinion 
essay on 
product 
packaging 
referencing 
their lists. 
They also 
followed a 
recipe 
measuring 
the weight 
and volume 
of the 
ingredients. 
The results 

sounded and 
looked 
delicious! 
Students 
gathered data 
of their own 
choice and 
presented it in 
a pie graph 
which also 
introduced percentages. We learned about heat 
and temperature and each is collecting daily 
data of weather and temperatures to chart an 
example of a line graph and a bar graph.  

Students are writing book reports for 
each of three short historical fiction 
stories. The reports will demonstrate 
reading comprehension in a variety of 
ways and also demonstrate well 
supported opinions. 

Our final ancient civilization to study 
this year is Rome.  We are 
approaching this expansive topic 

through stories, maps, biographies, recipes, 
games and more! Online learning has 
challenges but the students are rising to the 
occasion and I see great effort and beautiful 
results. In our zoom classes we try to keep in 
the same social spirit as in the school 
classroom, where students feel connected to 
and inspired by each other. We do this by 
sharing our work and participating in engaging 
dialogue. We look forward to the freedom of 
summer. 
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Lise Gunby 

Grade 7/8 

As a distinctly 
anomalous school year 
moves toward a close, a 
teacher is beset by admiration and love for her 
students, for the people they are and are 
becoming, and for their accomplishments. The 
Grade 8 group – and our dearest Ivy – formed a 
well-knit group with a collection of memories of 
all colours and kinds. Thank you so much to all 
of the parents who have supported this class 
through the years, and thank you to the parents 
who held the group together this year. 

At present we are completing our study of 
modern history, which brims with surprising 
and thought-provoking events so relevant to 
our experience today. Periods and events 
include the Russian Revolution, the two world 
wars, and the Chinese Revolution. We also will 
consider the information revolution and how as 
young people the students move forward as 
informed citizens with honed critical thinking 
capacities. 

I would like to highlight the Grade 8 projects 
that the students are completing. The Grade 8 
project is a Waldorf tradition that offers a 
multitude of things: an opportunity to 
demonstrate the myriad skills and capacities 
developed through the elementary years, a 
chance to make a big choice based on one’s 
personal interests or passions and to explore 
that choice in a project, freedom to choose how 
and what one presents and, above all, a chance 
to share one’s loving efforts with others. The 
Grade 8 project is a culmination of interest and 
skills and a launch into a bigger kind of 
freedom. The students will present their work 
to their peers and families at the end of the 
year. 

Emmett is studying video editing and the 
concepts involved in producing a video. He 
wants to create “something worth showing 
people.” He is learning how to edit. He says 
that people say editing is boring and takes too 
long, but he finds it to be fun. 

Jelena decided to write, edit, and publish a 
book based on her own experiences of “feelings 
and how to feel them.” She says the writing 
process was challenging but enjoyable, and that 
the writing was even better than seeing the 
final stages. She says she has always wanted to 
write such a book (as long as she can 
remember!). 

Sophie has been working many hours at the 
horse barn and her Grade 8 project is a study of 
equine therapy and its various arts. She has 
researched many areas of her interest and put 
in many hours of hard work! 

Alessandro is studying blacksmithing and 
forging. He is working with Dano as his mentor. 
He has forged a knife and is adding final 
touches. His research has included beautiful 
design sketches as well as information on tools 
and techniques. 

 8

Perspective drawing.
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Ella is studying the physical aspect of building 
for horse ownership, as she and her sister 
recently became horse owners. She has been 
working with her dad, who is an architect, to 
design the housing needed for their new horse. 

Charlie began looking at the training side of 
horse ownership, and began to document that 
experience. Then because she is a gifted and 
expressive writer, she took a new path and is 
unfolding creative responses in poetry and 
prose poems. 

Becket is coding a 3-D game to learn a bit of 
code and also to make something that is 
enjoyable to play. One of his goals is to get a 
better understanding of C# coding. 

Zoë, a 
wonderful 
musician 
to start 
with, has 
expanded 
her talents 
and has 
created 
more than 
an album’s 
worth of 
recorded 
songs 
which 
she has 
written herself. She writes thoughtfully about 
that process and about the work and intuitive 
process of song-writing and performing. 

Nowlan took up a hands-on study of the 
venerable art of fly-tying, and has been learning 
about the history of this fishing phenomenon 
and the variety and purposes of ties. He has 
produced an admirable written record of a 
unique subject! 

Blessings on your journey, graduates of 
2020-2021! 
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Alessandro working at the forge

Lines from Zoë’s lyrics

A breakout room on Zoom and a comparison of technology from the 1940’s!


